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	The Tuesday Digest

Issue # 6						       September 29, 2020
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Surveys

	1. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Covid-19 community impact survey
The COVID-19 Community Impact Survey (CCIS) is an online survey to collect data to better understand and identify the social, economic, and health needs and inequities resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.  Anyone 14 or older who lives in MA can and should take the survey. Even people who have not had COVID-19 can take this survey. There is a  particular interest in gathering responses from communities who have been impacted the most, including: people of color, immigrants, individuals who are LGBTQ+, people with disabilities, essential workers, people experiencing housing instability, older adults, and those in geographic areas hardest hit by COVID-19. Share with colleagues, clients, patients, friends and neighbors through e-mail, social media and other platforms.
Additional information at: FAQ document here.
Questions to covid19survey@mass.gov.
Online survey:  https://survey.jsi.com/s3/DPH-COVID-19 
2. Massachusetts Caregiver Coalition
Caregivers Among Us Survey
Online survey: https://tinyurl.com/y6p5343q 

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	3. Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Ongoing
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Rapid Response Network is a twice-weekly 20-minute National Nursing Home Huddle on Tuesday and Thursday to provide real-time, pragmatic solutions that can be implemented in nursing homes today to solve many of the key problems brought about or exacerbated by COVID-19. Call topics  reflect pressing issues including access to personal protective equipment (PPE), lack of testing, hospital to nursing home transfers, staff illness and absence, and staff attrition.
Online:  Every Tuesday and Thursday, 12:00 to 12:20 p.m.
https://tinyurl.com/y5u69u5j 
One time registration: https://tinyurl.com/y42zr9rh 
4. Senior Housing News
How Social Isolation Impacts Seniors
Real data and real world stories highlighting the dangers of seniors and isolation
Online: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/yyo88qmf 
5. John A. Hartford Foundation and the Milbank Memorial Fund
Reimagining Nursing Homes in the Wake of COVID-19: A Virtual Conversation with Terry Fulmer and Christopher F. Koller
45 minute Q&A on Wednesday, September 30, with two of the coauthors of the article, Reimagining Nursing Homes in the Wake of COVID-19
(https://tinyurl.com/y2bprwfo), Terry Fulmer, PhD, RN, FAAN, is President of The John A. Hartford Foundation and a member of the independent Coronavirus Commission on Safety and Quality in Nursing Homes, and Christopher F. Koller is president of The Milbank Memorial Fund. Moderated by Noam Levey of The Los Angeles Times.
Online: Wednesday, September 30, 2020, 2:00 p.m.
To register:  https://tinyurl.com/y6bmqpkq  
6. American Society on Aging
Call for Proposals to Present at On Aging 2021, ASA's Annual Conference
ASA’s Annual Conference will be virtual  April 6 through 15, 2021
Proposals due by September 30, 2020
Submission details and application: https://tinyurl.com/yyplcwdx 
7. Massachusetts Coalition for Serious Medical Care
More than just a visit: Balancing safety, connection, and well-being
Coalition members, representing different types of care settings and facilities, will share their policies and policy changes exploring the balance between safety and connection during the Covid-19 pandemic. Topics will include:
· How have visitation policies evolved since the start of the pandemic?
· What have been the impacts on staff, patients, residents, and visitors?
· How do we decide who and when are the most valuable times for interaction?
· What creative ways can help people connect?
· What are some guiding principles to consider across all settings of care?
Online: Thursday, October 1, 2020, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
To register: https://tinyurl.com/y6d2lkmk 
8. Taskforce to End Loneliness and Build Community
Reach out, Massachusetts! Summit
The Taskforce to End Loneliness and Build Community facilitated by AARP Massachusetts and the Gerontology Institute at UMass Boston is hosting a state-wide summit to disseminate information about raising public awareness, growing intergenerational opportunities and specific strategies to build community in a variety of ways. The content of this event comes directly from the regional listening and learning that the Taskforce completed in the Spring of 2020 as cities and towns around the state were grappling with a new element of social isolation: the COVID-19 pandemic.
Online Thursday, October 1, 2020, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
To register: https://tinyurl.com/y4xvdxg8 
9. Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
COVID-19: Age-Friendly Care During a Pandemic: Virtual Learning Hour Special Series
https://tinyurl.com/y38ldrt3 

	Featured website
	10. Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 

	Featured articles
	11. *The Boston Globe
September 27, 2020
A home to die in
Front page in-depth Spotlight Team report covering Covid-19 pandemic impact in Massachusetts nursing homes and the state’s response.  Second in a series of three.
https://tinyurl.com/y2jrb5ua 
12. *The Boston Globe
September 27, 2020
Life inside senior care homes, after the coronavirus crucible
A photo essay
https://tinyurl.com/y4q5gmm9 
13. *The Boston Globe
September 27, 2020
Lives Lost
A video essay
https://tinyurl.com/yyulskjh 
14. U. S. Senate Special Committee on Aging
September 22, 2020
The Cost of Inaction:  An Update on the Trump’s Administration Response to Covid-19 in Nursing Homes
US Senate report released by U.S Senators Bob Casey and Ron Wyden.
https://tinyurl.com/y4z7xlh5 
15. Dig Boston
September 22, 2020
Child Care:  Who’s Watching Over Children who Watch After Sick or Disabled Relatives?
https://tinyurl.com/yxhxqjxa 
16. The National Academy of Medicine
September 21, 2020
Reimagining Nursing Homes in the Wake of COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/y2bprwfo 

	Nursing homes
	17. *The Boston Globe
September 27, 2020
A home to die in
Front page in-depth Spotlight Team report covering Covid-19 pandemic impact in Massachusetts nursing homes and the state’s response.  Second in a series of three.
https://tinyurl.com/y2jrb5ua 
18. Providence Journal
September 25, 2020
‘The battle is definitely not over’: R.I. nursing homes seeing COVID cases rise again
https://tinyurl.com/y6baqryn 
19. NBC 10 News
September 25, 2020
Indoor Visits Begin at Mass. Nursing Homes
Video report
https://tinyurl.com/yya5uc3b 
20. The John A. Hartford Foundation
September 24, 2020
COVID-19 Resources for Nursing Homes & Long-Term Care (Updated 9/24)
https://tinyurl.com/y3hvopaq 
21. State House News Service via WBUR
September 24, 2020
Starting Friday, Indoor Visits Are Allowed At Nursing Homes
https://tinyurl.com/yynqevub 
22. MassLive
September 24, 2020
Massachusetts OKs resumption of indoor visits at nursing homes
https://tinyurl.com/yyd6mxvv 
23. EurekAlert! American Association for the Advancement of Science
September 23, 2020
Study suggests elderly care home outbreaks in England were caused by multiple independent infections and also within-home spread
https://tinyurl.com/y2ruke56 
24. U. S. Senate Special Committee on Aging
September 22, 2020
The Cost of Inaction:  An Update on the Trump’s Administration Response to Covid-19 in Nursing Homes
US Senate report released by U.S Senators Bob Casey and Ron Wyden.
https://tinyurl.com/y4z7xlh5 
25. *Washington Post
September 22, 2020
Democratic senators highlight continuing toll of covid-19 in nursing homes
https://tinyurl.com/y44th945 
26. The National Academy of Medicine
September 21, 2020
Reimagining Nursing Homes in the Wake of COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/y2bprwfo 
27. *Wall Street Journal
September 18, 2020
The Hospital Lobbyists Behind Cuomo’s Nursing Home Scandal
https://tinyurl.com/yxmjjjh8 
28. U. S. Senate Special Committee on Aging
July 1, 2020
COVID-19 in Nursing Homes: How the Trump Administration Failed Residents and Workers
https://tinyurl.com/yys9rt73 
29. Mother Jones
June 29, 2020
It’s Time to Rethink the Institutional Model for Elder Care. Is That Even Possible?
https://tinyurl.com/y5qy6fkv 

	Assisted Living
	30. Times Telegraph
September 27, 2020
Utica-area assisted living residents cope with COVID-19 struggles
https://tinyurl.com/y4ecdufg 
31. EuroNews
September 25, 2020
Smarter than the average home - how technology is aiding assisted living
https://tinyurl.com/y6stfseg 
32. MyPanHandle.com
September 24, 2020
SPECIAL REPORT: The pandemic is causing those in assisted living facilities to feel isolated
https://tinyurl.com/y5gb5q45 
33. McKnight’s Senior Living
September 24, 2020
CMS announces $165 million in funding to move people from nursing homes to assisted living and other settings
https://tinyurl.com/y5lfgdjf 
34. CNN Health
September 21, 2020
In nursing homes and assisted living communities, minorities suffer most from Covid-19, research says
https://tinyurl.com/yxtjwks8 
35. Senior Housing News
September 21, 2020
Assisted Living Communities With These Characteristics Tend to Have More Covid-19 Cases
https://tinyurl.com/y5p8crbg 
36. WZZM13.com
September 18, 2020
Woman who spent months alone in her assisted living home room just wants cards for her birthday
Due to the pandemic, Priscilla has not left the home in 188 days. The first 77 were spent just in her room
https://tinyurl.com/y66ctylt 

	Home and Community
	37. STAT News
September 2020
Millions of family caregivers struggling to balance work with caring for loved ones
https://tinyurl.com/y4rtz899 
38. Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
COVID-19: Age-Friendly Care During a Pandemic: Virtual Learning Hour Special Series
https://tinyurl.com/y38ldrt3 
39. Home Health Care News
September 27, 2020
New CMS Data Highlights ‘Massive’ Expansion of Home Care-Related Medicare Advantage Benefits
https://tinyurl.com/y48q6rgh 
40. Herald-Mail Media
September 27, 2020
Fastest-growing US job failed to lift pay for Black women
https://tinyurl.com/y3k7wl4h 
41. Home Health Care News
September 23, 2020
CMS Announces $165M to Support Home Care, Reduce ‘America’s Over-Reliance’ on Nursing Homes
https://tinyurl.com/y2kkjsfx 
42. Home Health Care News
September 23, 2020
Amazon Expands In-Home Care Program
https://tinyurl.com/y6lreq9y 
43. Dig Boston
September 22, 2020
Child Care:  Who’s Watching Over Children who Watch After Sick or Disabled Relatives?
https://tinyurl.com/yxhxqjxa 
44. *The New York Times
September 18, 2020
As Schools Return, Kids with Special Needs Are Left Behind
https://tinyurl.com/y3jo6ddq 
45. Home Health Care News
September 10, 2020
Home Health Providers Ready to Step Up If Regulators Reduce SNF Capacity
https://tinyurl.com/y622wdhx 
46. Healio
September 9, 2020
Many older adults do not receive home health care despite referrals
https://tinyurl.com/yygwamvo 
47. Health Affairs
April 8, 2020
To Support Older Adults Amidst The COVID-19 Pandemic, Look to Area Agencies On Aging
https://tinyurl.com/yygxyggm 

	Housing
	48. Citizens’ Housing & Planning Association (CHAPA)
Ongoing
COVID-19 Affordable Housing Updates
Website updated every two weeks
https://tinyurl.com/y5xfzfcf  
49. Multi-Housing News
September 25, 2020
What Will and Won’t Change in Senior Housing Design
Touchless tech is here to stay, but major floor planning overhauls have an uncertain future
https://tinyurl.com/yxjl68c6 
50. Senior Housing News
September 24, 2020
4 Ways Covid-19 Could Permanently Change Senior Living Operations
https://tinyurl.com/y3ru7etq 
51. Senior Housing News
September 24, 2020
Senior Living Faces $17 Billion Financial Impact, More Federal Funds Expected Soon
https://tinyurl.com/y6ftdeqy 
52. Senior Housing News
September 23, 2020
REIT Leaders Say Senior Living Must Start To Evolve Faster
https://tinyurl.com/y2kg37pv 
53. Senior Housing News
September 7, 2020
5 Top Concerns for Senior Living This Fall
https://tinyurl.com/y5crguex 

	Behavioral Health
	54. *The Washington Post
September 27, 2020
Caregivers of elderly loved ones face heavy emotional, physical, financial toll
https://tinyurl.com/yxw83cvz 
55. ABC News Good Morning America
September 25, 2020
My eating disorder thrived during the pandemic: COVID-19 quarantine sparks concern of eating disorder crisis
https://abcn.ws/3j5AVkz?cid=share_addthis_widget 
56. Penn Today
September 24, 2020
Long-term effects of COVID-19 and support to cope
https://tinyurl.com/y4td9m4n 
57. MyPanHandle.com
September 24, 2020
SPECIAL REPORT: The pandemic is causing those in assisted living facilities to feel isolated
https://tinyurl.com/y5gb5q45 
58. Boston Magazine
September 22, 2020
Inside Boston’s Looming Mental Health Crisis
https://tinyurl.com/y2ge6pqf 
59. EurekAlert! American Association for the Advancement of Science
September 21, 2020
Awareness of COVID-19 in severe dementia patients
https://tinyurl.com/y67er972 
60. WZZM13.com
September 18, 2020
Woman who spent months alone in her assisted living home room just wants cards for her birthday
Due to the pandemic, Priscilla has not left the home in 188 days. The first 77 were spent just in her room
https://tinyurl.com/y66ctylt
61. SciTech Daily
September 14, 2020
Loneliness Doubled Among Older Adults in First Months of COVID-19:  New National Poll
https://tinyurl.com/y34mpwms 
62. The Sun
September 4, 2020
Robot companions improve mental health and loneliness in older people, scientists find
https://tinyurl.com/y3pkzef9 
63. Psychiatry Advisor
September 3, 2020
Position Paper: The Impact of COVID-19 on Mental Health
https://tinyurl.com/y4okk3u3 

	Covid-19
	64. *The Boston Globe
September 27, 2020
Governor Baker and his staff continue to withhold key pandemic data
https://tinyurl.com/y3heyoev 
65. STAT News
September 25, 2020
Pharmacies are bracing for a surge in demand for flu shots amid the Covid-19 pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/y6sdyhv8 
66. Village-News
September 26, 2020
10 more local residents die of COVID-19 as new cases crop up in Villages area 
Details Covid-19 cases in The Villages in Florida, nation’s largest older adult residential community, and surrounding area (620 in The Villages and more than 19,000 in surrounding area)
https://tinyurl.com/y3a48n7h 
67. *New York Times
September 25, 2020
Under 10 Percent of Americans Have Covid-19 Antibodies, Study Finds
https://tinyurl.com/y3bs6vur 
68. *New York Times
September 24, 2020
Virus Cases Surged in Young Adults. The Elderly Were Hit Next.
https://tinyurl.com/y4sh8p6g 
69. NPR
September 24, 2020
Data Suggest Young People Spread COVID-19 To Older Adults
https://tinyurl.com/y5rbf5y8 
70. CNBC News
September 23, 2020
Medicare may not pay for early coronavirus vaccines without a legal fix
https://tinyurl.com/y3nktz29 
71. STAT News
September 22, 2020
The Road Ahead: Charting the coronavirus pandemic over the next 12 months — and beyond
https://tinyurl.com/y2yp39p7 

	Other
	72. Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested.
http://maseriouscare.org/emolst 
73. Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Age-Friendly Health Systems Design to Address COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/s8eph5t 
74. Kaiser Family Foundation
September 25, 2020
Medicaid Emergency Authority Tracker: Approved State Actions to Address COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/y26tblx3 
75. Kaiser Family Foundation
September 25, 2020
State Data and Policy Actions to Address Coronavirus
https://tinyurl.com/y5w7shno 
76. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
September 24, 2020
Trump Administration Announces Historically Low Medicare Advantage Premiums and New Payment Model to Make Insulin Affordable Again for Seniors
https://tinyurl.com/yyfl8qfz 
77. NPR All Things Considered
September 23, 2020
Remembering Elderly People Lost To COVID-19
8 out of 10 of those deaths reported in the country are among adults over 65
https://tinyurl.com/y6jpejh4 

	
	*May require free registration before providing article.

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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