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	The Tuesday Digest

Issue # 8						       October 13, 2020
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Surveys / Requests for Comment

	1. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Comments due October 19, 2020
October 2020 Public Comments on LTC Moratorium Memo
Public comments on this memo are being accepted for 14 days, ending on October 19, 2020. The memo draft addresses the DoN program accepting applications for new long-term care beds if they meet certain criteria. Comments should be sent to: dph.don@state.ma.us.
Memo available at: https://tinyurl.com/y3pcqhg5 
2. Senior Housing News
October 2020
Senior Housing News wants to know how development and design plans have changed because of COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/y6psusqp 

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	3. Legislative Informational Hearing
Joint Committee on Elder Affairs
Understanding the Tragedy: Why Did So Many in Our Nursing Homes Die? What Lessons Did We Learn? And Are We Prepared for A Second Surge?
October 13, 2020 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Zoom link to hearing: https://tinyurl.com/yygclnkb 
Dial in number: 646-558-8656
Meeting ID: 849 1908 0188
Passcode: 886874
Link for submitting testimony: https://tinyurl.com/y5t4of2p 
Order of Testimony 
(1) Dignity Alliance 
(2) Alzheimer's Association, Massachusetts/New Hampshire Chapter
(3) Secretary of Health and Human Services, Marylou Sudders
(4) MA Senior Care
(5) LeadingAge MA
(6) 1199 SEIU  
(7) Nicole Aschoff, PhD  
4. LTC Discussion Group
October 20, 2020
Making Care Work Pay: How Paying at Least a Living Wage to Direct Care Workers Could Benefit Care Recipients, Workers, and Communities
Discussants: Robyn Stone, Senior Vice President, Research and Co-Director, LeadingAge LTSS Center @UMASS Boston and Beth Almeida, Principal, Cove Research
For more information and Zoom link: https://tinyurl.com/y5xxgpxq 
5. The Green House Project:  COVID-19 Best Practices in Nursing Homes
October 21, 2020 3:00 p.m.
Workforce Amid COVID-19
Identifies and shares best practices in the preparedness, management, and treatment of the novel coronavirus via a real-time, tele-mentoring platform.
https://tinyurl.com/yyxvdp4u 
6. Massachusetts Health & Hospital Association and
Honoring Choices Massachusetts
October 23, 2020 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Clarifying a Guardian's Authority to Advocate for Adults with Serious Illness:
Challenges & Opportunities to Ensure Timely, Equitable, Quality Care
https://tinyurl.com/y4hemjza  
7. ECHO
October 7, 2020 (recorded)
The Latest in COVID-19 Testing Methods and Availability
https://tinyurl.com/y25sp5lz 

	Videos / Films

	8. Crip Camp – A Disability Revolution
2020
Netflix feature film
Groundbreaking documentary, premiering at Sundance, depicts summer camp operating from the 1950’s through the 1970’s for teens with disabilities which helps build a movement, forging a new path toward greater equality.
Executive producers:  President Barack Obama and Michelle Obama.
https://tinyurl.com/y3htt9qn 
9. Deaf U
2020
Netflix docuseries
In this reality series, a tight-knit group of Deaf and hard of hearing students share their stories and explore life at Gallaudet University.
https://tinyurl.com/y4y8bkq2 

	Featured websites
	10. Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 

	Featured articles
	11. STAT News
October 7, 2020
Covid-19 long-haulers and the experience of ‘hidden’ disabilities
https://tinyurl.com/y2mmex48 
12. Mathematica
September 30, 2020
A Study of the COVID-19 Outbreak and Response in Connecticut Long-Term Care Facilities: Final Report
https://tinyurl.com/y35kpmdg 
13. Pioneer Network
September 16, 2020
Carter Williams, Advocate for the Rights and Dignity of Nursing Home Residents, Dies at 97
Founder of the Pioneer Network for Culture Change, Carter Williams fought for the dignity and rights of nursing home residents for more than a half century. She advocated through her teaching, writing, congressional testimony, and gentle, but effective perseverance.  May she rest in peace and her legacy long endure.
https://tinyurl.com/y4ypk6uz 
14. DisABILITY Issue
October 2020
The Opinion Corner I: The Desire to Be Free
By Penny Shaw, Member of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts
The Opinion Corner II: Managing a Small Nursing Home in this Pandemic    
By Anonymous 
https://tinyurl.com/y4q4nzch 
15. Long Term Care Community Coalition
LTC Journal
Fall 2020
The LTC Journal covers important issues in long-term care by highlighting policy updates, news reports, and academic research.
https://tinyurl.com/y6lq5uuz 

	Nursing homes
	16. *New York Times
October 9, 2020
Federal Official Threatens Nevada for Halting Rapid Tests in Nursing Homes
https://tinyurl.com/y4vpjo6r 
17. Bloomberg News
October 9, 2020
Rapid Covid Test Push Wavers on Nursing Home False Positives
https://tinyurl.com/yy7p6kol 
18. Pioneer Institute
October 8, 2020
Getting Nursing Home Care Right
Includes links to various reports and blogs
https://tinyurl.com/y2s7gndf 
19. Worcester Business Journal
October 8, 2020
Mass. updates nursing home COVID guidelines
https://tinyurl.com/y2ow9s8y 
20. Mathematica
October 7, 2020
Lessons from COVID-19’s Impact on Long-Term Care Facilities in Connecticut
On this episode of the blog, On the Evidence, guests Patricia Rowan and Debra Lipson of Mathematica discuss their independent assessment of COVID-19’s impacts on nursing homes and assisted living facilities in Connecticut.
https://tinyurl.com/yxm4y4nz 
21. Mathematica
September 30, 2020
A Study of the COVID-19 Outbreak and Response in Connecticut Long-Term Care Facilities: Final Report
https://tinyurl.com/y35kpmdg 
22. Pioneer Institute
September 17, 2020
A Step Backwards
Critique of state’s Covid-19 data communication policy
https://tinyurl.com/yyuchgvt 
23. *New York Times
September 16, 2020 (updated)
About 40% of U.S. Coronavirus Deaths Are Linked to Nursing Homes
https://tinyurl.com/y3gfs7v4 

	Assisted Living
	24. McKnight’s Senior Living
September 17, 2020
3 ways the CDC’s COVID-19 vaccination plan involves assisted living
https://tinyurl.com/y2ht9726

	Home and Community
	25. Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Due October 19, 2020
Request for Information
CMS has released a request for information (RFI) seeking public input on a draft set of recommended measures for Medicaid-funded home and community-based services (HCBS).
More information at: https://tinyurl.com/yxe4ykv2 
Comments submitted to: HCBSMeasuresRFI@cms.hhs.gov 
26. STAT News
October 12, 2020
It should be easy for people to receive end-of-life care at home. Why is it so hard?
https://tinyurl.com/y5d52ajz 

	Housing
	27. Mathematica
October 1, 2020
A Randomized Trial of Permanent Supportive Housing for Chronically Homeless Persons with High Use of Publicly Funded Services
https://tinyurl.com/yxud4z6y 

	Behavioral Health
	28. *New York Times
October 11, 2020
‘I Feel Like I Have Dementia’: Brain Fog Plagues Covid Survivors
https://tinyurl.com/y36jykov 
29. STAT News
August 12, 2020
Long after the fire of a Covid-19 infection, mental and neurological effects can still smolder
https://tinyurl.com/y4tod76t 

	Covid-19
	30. COVID-19 Literature Surveillance Team
Ongoing
Daily report of current Covid-19 related research affiliated group of medical students, PhDs, physicians and other
Register for free daily emailed reports
https://www.covid19lst.org/ 
31. *The Boston Globe
October 12, 2020
Why is Baker so reluctant to disclose vital COVID-19 information?
Editorial
https://tinyurl.com/y2u6bw4j 
32. *Washington Post
October 10, 2020
Grief. Rage. Action. Out of covid-19 loss, these women lead a new movement.
https://tinyurl.com/y3fs66kq 
33. STAT News
October 7, 2020
Covid-19 long-haulers and the experience of ‘hidden’ disabilities
https://tinyurl.com/y2mmex48 
34. UMass Med News
September 28, 2020
More than half of COVID-19 clinical trials exclude older adults, according to research co-authored by MD/PhD student Benjamin Helfand
https://tinyurl.com/yyl6oqrv 

	Other
	35. AARP
Ongoing
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha 
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua 
36. Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested.
http://maseriouscare.org/emolst 
37. The Gerontology Institute Blog (UMass Boston)
Remembering Frank Caro: Inspiring Leader and Key Figure in Development of UMass Boston Gerontology Program
Frank Caro, former director of the UMass Boston Gerontology Institute and chair of the Gerontology Department in the McCormack Graduate School of Policy and Global Studies, died on October 2, 2020.
https://tinyurl.com/yyv45d6c 
38. *Stat Plus
October 6, 2020
Blood pressure and cholesterol checks are ‘falling through the cracks’ of virtual primary care
https://tinyurl.com/yx8lwkxn 
39. Mathematica
August 5, 2020
Thirty Years After the Americans with Disabilities Act: Where Are We Now, and Where are We Heading?
https://tinyurl.com/y4moe55u 

	
	*May require free registration before providing article.

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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