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	The Tuesday Digest

Issue # 11						       November 10, 2020
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Call for advocacy

	1. Help disability advocates stop a holiday light show at former state institution
Thousands of disabled people died at the Walter E. Fernald Developmental Center. Today, in its ruins, the City of Waltham is allowing the Lions Club to host a month-long holiday light show fundraiser that will erase disability rights and replace them with Christmas lights. As a coalition of leading disability advocates from across Massachusetts, we are calling on the City of Waltham to revoke the permit.
Sign the petition at https://tinyurl.com/y67ep69l 

	[bookmark: _Hlk51342130]Webinars / Online sessions
	2. Boston Globe
November 12, 2020 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
Navigating the Complexities of Mental Health Amid a Pandemic
Experts Christine Crawford, MD, MPH (associate director, Psychiatry Medical Student Education, Boston University and Deirdre Calvert MSW, LICSW (director, Bureau of Substance Addiction Services, Massachusetts Department of Public Health) will join Blue Cross Senior Medical Director Ken Duckworth, MD to answer the questions. Blue Cross President and CEO Andrew Dreyfus will host.
https://tinyurl.com/y6ay98qs 
3. MASSCAP Training Center
November 24, 2020 10:00 to 11:15 a.m.
Real Life Resiliency, the Science and Tools
https://tinyurl.com/yyg6b79m 
4. Long Term Care Discussion Group
November 30, 2020 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Making Sense of the Election: The President and the Congress and Where We Go from Here
Speakers: Bob Blancato and Joel White
Bob Blancato is the President of Matz, Blancato and Associates. In that capacity, he also serves as the National Coordinator of the bipartisan 3000-member Elder Justice Coalition, the Executive Director of the National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services Programs and National Coordinator of the Defeat Malnutrition Today coalition.
Joel White is the Founder and President of Horizon Government Affairs. He is the President of the Council for Affordable Health Coverage and its campaigns on transparency and medication adherence.
For free access information see: https://tinyurl.com/y5xxgpxq 
5. Center for Medicare Advocacy
December 2, 2020 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.  (online presentation)
Overview of Nursing Home Quality of Care & Quality of Life Standards from a consumer perspective
Presented by Center for Medicare Advocacy Senior Policy Attorney Toby Edelman.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/y4dm3ee2 
6. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
December 2, 2020 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Invitation to the Listening Session with Community Health Workers (CHW), CHW Supervisors and Allies
https://tinyurl.com/yxrwpqtt 

	[bookmark: _Hlk55228978]Featured websites
	7. Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS).
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd 

	Featured articles
	8. AP News
November 8, 2020
Nursing home COVID-19 cases rise four-fold in surge states
https://tinyurl.com/y3fy4zfx 
9. Skilled Nursing News
November 4, 2020
Verma: COVID-19 Shows LTC ‘Relies Too Heavily on Nursing Homes’
https://tinyurl.com/yykmprqv 

	Farren Care Center /
Mt St Vincent Care Center
	10. Greenfield Recorder
November 6, 2020
Farren Care Center closure plan approved by state, town optimistic
https://tinyurl.com/y52oao9e 
11. *MassLive
November 4, 2020
Subscriber Exclusive
State DPH approves closing of Farren Care Center in Turners Falls
https://tinyurl.com/y3lrg24f 

	Nursing homes
	12. AP News
November 9, 2020
'I cry every day': Virus hits French nursing homes anew
https://tinyurl.com/y227vdmb 
13. AP News
November 8, 2020
Nursing home COVID-19 cases rise four-fold in surge states
https://tinyurl.com/y3fy4zfx 
14. Skilled Nursing News
November 4, 2020
Verma: COVID-19 Shows LTC ‘Relies Too Heavily on Nursing Homes’
https://tinyurl.com/yykmprqv 
15. *Washington Post
November 3, 2020
Nontraditional nursing homes have almost no coronavirus cases. Why aren’t they more widespread?
https://tinyurl.com/y6255l5c 
16. Worcester Business Journal
November 4, 2020
Baltimore firm pays $3M for Worcester nursing home property
https://tinyurl.com/yygb5m2v 
17. AP News
November 3, 2020
Germany eyes antigen tests to keep elderly safe from virus
https://tinyurl.com/y6b5hflt 
18. The Guardian
November 3, 2020
Judge says care home residents in England are legally allowed visitors
https://tinyurl.com/yyqnsy54 
19. ABC News
November 2, 2020
Nursing homes, after seeing improvements, now face a fresh COVID-19 threat
https://tinyurl.com/yy93xlmw 
20. Long Term Care Community Coalition
November 2, 2020
OSHA COVID-19 Inspection Identify Numerous Violations
https://tinyurl.com/y54vm55g 
21. *Wall Street Journal
November 1, 2020
Staffing at Some Nursing Homes Plummeted During Early Covid-19 Outbreaks
https://tinyurl.com/y5q67cq6 

	Assisted Living
	22. Albany Herald
October 19, 2020
Nursing home, assisted-living officials fear new wave of COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/yyzhzdba 

	Home and Community
	23. Home Health Care News
November 9, 2020
Home-Based Palliative Care Programs Were Among the Hardest Hit by COVID-19
https://tinyurl.com/y4uex89n 
24. Home Health Care News
November 9, 2020
BayCare Leverages Health System Resources to Launch New Hospital-at-Home Program
https://tinyurl.com/y2bc54mx 
25. Administration on Community Living News & Events
November 3, 2020
New CMS Toolkit for Strengthening Home and Community-Based Services
https://tinyurl.com/y3u9qks4 
26. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
November 2, 2020
CMS Releases Toolkit to Accelerate State Efforts to Rebalance Long-term Care Systems and Enhance Home and Community-Based Services for Eligible Medicaid Beneficiaries
https://tinyurl.com/yyqxb2zu 

	Housing
	27. Senior Housing News
November 8, 2020
4 Ways a Biden Administration Could Affect Senior Housing Businesses
https://tinyurl.com/y2wy8gn6 

	Behavioral Health
	28. *New York Times
November 6, 2020
F.D.A. Panel Declines to Endorse Controversial Alzheimer’s Drug
https://tinyurl.com/y3jy6cye 
29. HealthDay
November 3, 2020
Upbeat Outlook Could Shield Your Brain
https://tinyurl.com/y5le3zj8 
30. *New York Times
November 2, 2020
The Double Whammy of Seasonal Affective Disorder in a Season of Covid 
https://nyti.ms/2HNqpkN 
31. *Boston Globe
October 29. 2020
These lifestyle changes may protect your brain from Alzheimer’s and dementia
https://tinyurl.com/y26gbqvs 

	Covid-19
	32. *Washington Post
November 9, 2020
Record-breaking wave of coronavirus cases continues to sweep the nation
https://tinyurl.com/y2js3mew 
33. STAT News
November 9, 2020
Health experts want to prioritize people of color for a Covid-19 vaccine. But how should it be done?
https://tinyurl.com/yxo9u4yk 
34. *Washington Post
November 9, 2020
Biden plans to move fast on the pandemic and the economy
https://tinyurl.com/yxfxp5vc 
35. The Hill
November 5, 2020
Two states to require masks in public at all times, regardless of distance from others
https://tinyurl.com/yxucr5th 
36. *New York Times
November 5, 2020
Who Should Get a Covid-19 Vaccine First?
https://nyti.ms/34ZciSb 
37. *New York Times
November 5, 2020
A New Item on Your Medical Bill: The ‘Covid’ Fee
https://tinyurl.com/y45evdun 
38. *Wall Street Journal
November 3, 2020
How a Boy with Autism’s World Turned Upside Down When Pandemic Shut School
https://tinyurl.com/yxfu8ag9 

	Other
	39. Squared Away Blog: Center for Retirement Research – Boston College
November 3, 2020
Men’s Health and Disability Applications
https://tinyurl.com/y67gbkfd 
40. Kaiser Health News
November 2, 2020
Medicare Fines Half of Hospitals for Readmitting Too Many Patients
https://tinyurl.com/y28g8gjj 
41. Good Morning America
November 2, 2020
Special education teacher explains why she wants to be called 'accessibility specialist'
https://tinyurl.com/y2p5s9ro 
42. Brookings
October 26, 2020
Rethinking aging societies: Growing young as you get old
https://brook.gs/34uVuCf 
43. University of Michigan Retirement and Disability Research Center
2019
Recent Trends in Disability and the Implications for Use of Disability Insurance
https://tinyurl.com/y5zpgdoj 

	
	*May require registration before providing article.

	Websites of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Members
	AARP Massachusetts
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/ 
Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
https://www.alz.org/manh 
Boston Center for independent Living
https://bostoncil.org/
Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform
https://manhr.org/
MetroWest Center for Independent Living
https://mwcil.org/ 
Mystic Valley Elder Services
https://www.mves.org/ 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA)-Massachusetts Chapter
https://massnaela.com/ 

	Recommended websites
	AARP
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha  
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua   
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested. http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Kaiser Health News
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?
https://tinyurl.com/y5lry648  
You can search by hospital name or location, look at all hospitals in a particular state and sort penalties by year. Under programs set up by the Affordable Care Act, the federal government cuts payments to hospitals that have high rates of readmissions and those with the highest numbers of infections and patient injuries. For the readmission penalties, Medicare cuts as much as 3 percent for each patient, although the average is generally much lower. The patient safety penalties cost hospitals 1 percent of Medicare payments over the federal fiscal year, which runs from October through September.  
Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS).
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd
Pioneer Network
https://www.pioneernetwork.net/ 
Pioneer Network is the national leader of the culture change movement, helping care providers to transition away from a medical, institutional model of elder care to one that is life affirming, satisfying, humane and meaningful. Pioneer Network advocates for a culture of aging in which individual voices are heard and individual choices are respected.
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
https://theconsumervoice.org/
Leading national voice representing consumers in long-term care issues.


	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
To contact us or to request weekly receipt of The Tuesday Digest, email to info@DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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