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	The Tuesday Digest
Issue # 36						       May 4, 2021
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, living options, and care issued each Tuesday.

	Updated Nursing Home Guidance
	1. CMS: Center for Clinical Standards and Quality/Survey & Certification Group
April 27, 2021
Nursing Home Visitation Guidance – Updated April 27, 2021
https://tinyurl.com/CMSNHVisitationUpdatedApr27 
2. Center for Disease Control and Prevention
April 27, 2021
Updated Healthcare Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations in Response to COVID-19 Vaccination
https://tinyurl.com/UpdatedInfControl-Guidance 
3. CMS: Center for Clinical Standards and Quality/Survey & Certification Group
February 10, 2021
Visitation at Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities (ICF/IIDs) and Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities
https://tinyurl.com/ICFIIDGuidance 

	Life During the Pandemic
	4. Health Affairs
April 29, 2021 
In Patients We Trust: Why Clinicians Need to Believe and Respect Patients
“Why do I have to prove that there’s something wrong with me in order for my pain to be treated.”
https://tinyurl.com/InPatientsWeTrust 

	Broadcast Reports
	5. Innovation Hub (NPR)
April 30, 2021d
The Invisible Future of American Jobs
Over the last several decades, manufacturing jobs in the U.S. have withered. Meanwhile, health care has become the fastest growing job sector in the country, and it’s been on top for years. According to Gabriel Winant, a historian at the University of Chicago, and author of “The Next Shift: The Fall of Industry and the Rise of Health Care in Rust Belt America,” not only are those two opposing trends related, but there are also some serious consequences to the connection.
Three Takeaways:
· The link between a growth in health care jobs and the shrinkage in manufacturing comes down to a specific way that people in the Rust Belt are aging. The sweeping plant closures in places like Pittsburgh in the 1980s created an entire population of displaced workers. Health conditions associated with the stress of unemployment often caused serious health issues, including a higher mortality rate among those who had been laid off. That all culminated in a huge need for health care workers; so, as factories shut down, doctors, nurses, nursing home workers, janitors, and more got to work.
· Health care now dominates the job market, but Winant calls the industry “invisible.” When politicians speak about job creation and economic revitalization, they are commonly referring to manufacturing, rather than the real economic leader in jobs. Despite their huge share in the economy, many health care and hospital workers, from RNs to janitorial staff, have seen wages, benefits, and working conditions stagnate.
· Hospitals have a huge amount of power in the cities that rely on them, which has given them the ability to grow and merge, thereby becoming massive institutions. These hospitals also run on both public and private money, which Winant says has led to a fragmentation of responsibility - not a good thing when you are looking to do a massive vaccine rollout.
https://tinyurl.com/InvisibleFuture 

	Reports
	6. The Scan Foundation
May 3, 2021
Aging, Equity, and Alzheimer's are Top Priorities for Voters
This spring, J. Wallin Opinion Research surveyed 1,000 likely voters across California to gauge support of the Master Plan for Aging. Findings showed that voters want elected officials and state leaders to invest in the Master Plan for Aging, with a focus on equity and those affected by Alzheimer’s disease. 
https://tinyurl.com/AgingEquityAlzheimers  
7. Weinberg Center for Elder Justice
May 2021
An Initial Evaluation of the Weinberg Center for Elder Justice’s Shelter Model for Elder Abuse and Mistreatment
The findings of RAND Corporation’s initial evaluation of the Weinberg Center for Elder Justice offer hope that this innovative shelter model can be a scalable, replicable, and cost-efficient solution to address the growing needs of older adults experiencing abuse. The evaluation also indicates broader societal and health benefits.
https://tinyurl.com/ShelterModelElderAbuse 
8. Government Accountability Office
April 30, 2021
Behavioral Health: Patient Access, Provider Claims Payment, and the Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/GAOBehavioralHealth 
9. Milbank Memorial Fund
April 29, 2021
Primary Care in the COVID-19 Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/MilbankPrimaryCareCovid 

	Biden Proposal
	10. *Washington Post
April 29, 2021
Democrats seek to push Medicare expansion as part of Biden’s $1.8 trillion families plan, defying White House
Biden has sought to address the contentious issue separately, but his congressional allies see an opening
https://tinyurl.com/PushMedicareExpansion 
11. CBS News
April 27, 2021
House Democrats push Biden to lower Medicare eligibility age
https://tinyurl.com/PushToLowerMedicareAge 

	Policy Memo
	12. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
April 28, 2021
Policy Memo: Applications for Determination of Need from Long-Term Care Facilities
Five criteria to be met including:
The Proposed Project addresses at least one of the following: 
· Demonstrated ability to treat substance misuse and mental health disorders in a longterm care setting, including the ability to provide Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) Treatment and psychiatric medications/treatments; 
· Addresses unmet cultural or linguistic needs of a population; or 
· Treatment and/or services for specialized populations, including but not limited to residents with COVID-19.
https://tinyurl.com/MDPHMemoDONLTCF

	Elder Abuse
	13. Weinberg Center for Elder Justice
May 2021
An Initial Evaluation of the Weinberg Center for Elder Justice’s Shelter Model for Elder Abuse and Mistreatment
The findings of RAND Corporation’s initial evaluation of the Weinberg Center for Elder Justice offer hope that this innovative shelter model can be a scalable, replicable, and cost-efficient solution to address the growing needs of older adults experiencing abuse. The evaluation also indicates broader societal and health benefits.
https://tinyurl.com/ShelterModelElderAbuse

	Movie Review 
	14. *New York Times
April 27, 2021
‘Best Summer Ever’ Review: Not Just Another Song and Dance
A charming teen musical shines with a cast whose disabilities are not plot points.
https://tinyurl.com/ReviewBestSummerEver 

	Massachusetts FY 2022 State Budget Process
	15. Massachusetts FY 2022 State Budget Process
House of Representatives Budget Version
The House Committee on Ways and Means examines the Governor's Proposal and releases its own recommendations for the annual budget for deliberation by the House of Representatives. Prior to release of the House Ways and Means Budget, Joint Ways and Means Committee budget hearings are held across the state.
https://tinyurl.com/MAHouseFY22Budget 

	Current Webinars / Online sessions
Red font:  added this issue
	16. Altarum
Wednesday, May 5, 2021, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Long-Term Care Quality, Access, and Choice as Civil Rights
Older people of color face greater challenges accessing quality home and community-based services (HCBS) due to systemic inequities. The same is also true of people of color with disabilities. What policies and actions can address these persistent disparities to ensure historically marginalized groups receive quality and accessible HCBS based on their personal preferences and needs?
Speakers:
· Jean Accius, Senior Vice President, AARP Global Thought Leadership
· Alison Barkoff, Acting Administrator and Assistant Secretary for Aging, Administration for Community Living
· Tyree Brown, Artist, Medicare and Medicaid beneficiary, and disability advocate
· Sarah Slocum, Moderator, Deputy Director, Center for Eldercare Improvement, Altarum
https://tinyurl.com/AltarumLTCCivilRights 
17. National Council on the Aging
Thursday, May 6, 2021, 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
4th Annual Older Adult Mental Health Awareness Day
This event is co-sponsored with the U.S. Administration for Community Living and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Registration is free and includes a full day of sessions on how to best meet the mental health needs of older adults
Agenda and registration:  https://tinyurl.com/OlderAdultMHAwareness 
18. Massachusetts Senior Medicare Patrol Program
Friday, May 7, 2021, 8:30 a.m. 
Ninth Statewide Conference
Keynote Speaker is Dr. Donald Berwick.  This year’s MA SMP Program's Ninth Statewide Conference will highlight and explore the vital importance of engaging and including diverse perspectives and voices in the healthcare system. Only through effective engagement and inclusion can equitable and quality healthcare be achieved.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/SMSPMay7 ($25 fee).
19. Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics – University of Pennsylvania
Friday, May 7, 2021, 10:00 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.
The Promise of Health Reform and a Public Option in a Biden Administration
Virtual conference
· Keynote Conversation: "Health Reform in this Political Moment", Tom Daschle, Former Senate Majority Leader, Interviewed by Ezekiel Emanuel.
· Panels: “Expanding Coverage through Medicaid” and “Improving Private Health Insurance Markets”
For more information and registration:  https://tinyurl.com/UPennHealthReform
20. Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation
Tuesday, May 11, 2021, 3:00 p.m.
Empowering Women Living with Paralysis: Breaking Barriers to Reproductive Health
Accessing reproductive healthcare presents many challenges for women living with paralysis. They must overcome physical barriers and the attitudinal and educational barriers presented by OB/GYN practitioners. This webinar explores these barriers and how women living with paralysis can empower themselves to access the care they need and deserve.
Presenters Cody Unser and Dani Izzie discuss the various barriers to routine OB/GYN care as well as prenatal care, provide strategies for overcoming them, and share their personal experiences as women living with paralysis in addressing challenges they have faced in obtaining reproductive healthcare. Specific topics will include the meaning of empowerment for women living with paralysis and how to practice it in health management; the medical and psychosocial consequences of the barriers to OB/GYN care, finding the right prenatal care practitioner; and patient rights and self-advocacy.
https://tinyurl.com/EmpoweringWomenWithParalysis 
21. Massachusetts Aging and Mental Coalition
Tuesday, May 11, 2021, 2:00 p.m.
Preventing Evictions for At Risk Older Adults
This one-hour webinar will give an overview of the problem of housing instability and eviction for low-income older adults in Greater Boston’s ever tightening housing market. It will cover the causes and contributing factors of housing instability and eviction, how to tell if someone is at risk, the role of health care and social service providers in eviction prevention, legal rights of tenants, and available resources. The presenters will offer two case studies that illustrate the above and show how legal and social services can collaborate on behalf of at-risk elders.
Presenters:
· Betsey Crimmins, Senior Attorney, Elder, Health, and Disability Unit​, Greater Boston Legal Services
· Joseph Michalakes, Staff Attorney, Housing Unit, Greater Boston Legal Services
· Eileen O’Brien, Director, Elders Living at Home Program, Boston Medical Center
· Laura Graham, MPH, Senior Case Manager, Homelessness Prevention, Elders Living at Home Program, Boston Medical Center
https://tinyurl.com/PreventingEvictions 
22. Grantmakers in Aging
Tuesday, May 11, 2021, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.
Tools that Heal: Core Competencies for Frontline Complex Care Providers
Complex care is a growing field that seeks to improve health and well-being for people with complex health and social needs — those who have multiple chronic physical and behavioral health conditions combined with social barriers such as homelessness and unstable housing, food insecurity, lack of transportation, and more that are exacerbated by systemic problems such as racism and poverty. Complex care seeks to serve people with complex needs in meeting their own health and well-being goals by coordinating or integrating a wide range of services and supports across diverse human needs. While there is growing awareness that complex care has its own foundational knowledge, skills, and attitudes, to date the field has not named or defined a comprehensive set of core competencies.
The newly released Core Competencies for Frontline Complex Care Providers developed by the Camden Coalition’s National Center for Complex Health and Social Needs standardizes and elevates the special skills and abilities that the frontline workforce exhibits each day in serving those with complex health and social needs. Join Grantmakers In Aging and Grantmakers In Health as we learn about the development of these core competencies, recommendations for strengthening the complex care field and opportunities for health and aging philanthropy to support complex care providers.
Speakers:
· Mark Humowiecki, Senior Director and General Counsel, National Center for Complex Health and Social Needs, Camden Coalition of Healthcare Providers
· Carter M. Wilson, Associate Director, National Center for Complex Health and Social Needs, Camden Coalition of Healthcare Providers
Registration:  https://tinyurl.com/ToolsThatHeal 
23. Resources for Integrated Care
Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.
Supporting the Preventive Health Care Needs of Dually Eligible Women with Disability
This webinar explores the challenges and barriers that women with disability face in accessing screenings and health services and highlights promising practices providers and health plans can employ to achieve better integrated, person-centered care. The webinar will also address increased challenges to accessing preventive health care during the time of the COVID-19 public health emergency.
Participants will be able to:
· Recognize the challenges and barriers to accessing health care that women with disability face, including attitudinal biases, physical access barriers, communication challenges, stigma, and unmet social needs
· Identify how providers, care teams, and non-clinical staff can employ integrated and person-centered approaches to support women with disability in receiving care that meets their needs and preferences
· Describe how health plans and providers can support women with disability by improving communication and physical accessibility
Featured Speakers:
· Monika Mitra, PhD, Director, Lurie Institute for Disability Policy, Brandeis University
· John Harris, MD, MSc, Assistant Professor, Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences, Magee-Women’s Hospital, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC)
· Sarah Triano, Director, Policy and Innovation, Complex Care, Centene Corporation
· Amy Shannon, Consumer
https://tinyurl.com/PreventiveDuallyEligibleWomen 
24. National Association of State Head Injury Administrators
Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
Traumatic Brain Injury & Substance Use Disorder: Effective Strategies for Individual Therapy
https://tinyurl.com/TBISUDPart2 
25. Center for Inclusive Design and Innovation (Georgia Tech)
Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.
COVID-19 Vaccines for Caregivers and Personal Care Assistants (PCA)
This webinar will explore the considerations of COVID-19 vaccines for caregivers and PCAs within the disability community. Presenters, many who are caregivers and PCAs themselves, will share their COVID-19 vaccine experiences and why they chose to get vaccinated. Webinar participants will receive tips, resources, and guidance for COVID-19 vaccinations as we collectively navigate this challenging time.
https://tinyurl.com/VaccinesCaregiversPCAs 
26. Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation
Thursday, May 13, 2021, 3:00 p.m.
Women and Aging with Paralysis Webinar
Living with paralysis impacts the aging process for women in many ways. Women living with paralysis experience a myriad of changes to both their physical and mental health as they age and often do so earlier in life; finding resources and support to address these challenges can be difficult. “Women and Aging with Paralysis” will provide a much-needed exploration of this important topic to help women better understand the aging process and realize that they are not alone in facing the changes brought on by it.
The webinar will feature a panel discussion among four women living with paralysis who will share their personal experiences with aging and offer their insights, perspectives, and advice to women facing similar challenges. Topics to be covered include the physical aspects of aging, such as difficulty transferring, falling and shoulder pain, as well as the impacts on mental health that result from the loss of independence, loneliness and grief that come with aging. Panelists will also discuss how the various aspects and effects of aging intersect. Strategies for addressing the challenges of the aging process will be provided to empower women to maintain their health and quality of life as they age with paralysis.
https://tinyurl.com/WomenAgingWithParalyis 
27. Grantmakers in Aging
Thursday, May 13, 2021, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Aging Policy and the Biden Administration: Opportunities for Philanthropy and Advocates
The impact of the pandemic on older people has been devastating. Now a new Administration and Congress bring a new opportunity to strengthen policies supporting older adults. What are the Biden Administration’s top aging priorities? From COVID-19, caregiving and long-term services and supports, to equity concerns, what policies and issues will aging advocates focus on most in the FY22 Budget request? How are programs to support older adults being protected? How can grantmakers and advocates participate and lend support in this critical time?
Speakers: 
· Kristen Kiefer, Chief Administrative Officer, National Council on Aging
· Howard Bedlin, Vice President, Public Policy and Advocacy, National Council on Aging
· Timothy Lash, Chief Strategy Officer and Executive Vice President, West Health; President, West Health Policy Center
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/OpportunitiesForPhilanthropy 
28. National Alzheimer’s and Dementia Resource Center
Tuesday, May 13, ,2021, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Person Centered Goal Discovery for People Living with Dementia
Supports for people living with dementia and their families are most effective when they are person-centered, and the result of a thoughtful and responsive planning process, which takes into consideration what is important to a person and to their family. A clear and engaging approach to discovering and addressing people’s priorities as dementia progresses is essential when guiding providers to deliver optimal support. This webinar will address foundational person-centered principles and provide examples of discovery processes in planning for people who are living with dementia in a range of settings, including in the community. 
Participants in this webinar will be able to:
· Describe the differences between the foundational concepts of “important to” and “important for” in person-centered practices.
· Identify one process to capture and record behavior as communication.
· Recognize the purpose of discovery, management, and everyday learning tools.
https://tinyurl.com/PCGoalDiscovery 
29. Administration on Community Living / Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Thursday, May 20, 2021, 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Promising Practices in Mental Health Self-Direction
Panelists:
· Andrea Callow, Program Analyst, Administration for Community Living
· Dr. Judith Cook, Professor & Director, Center on Mental Health Services Research & Policy, University of Illinois at Chicago
· Dena Stoner, Senior Policy Advisor for the Texas Health and Human Services Commission
· Molly Morris, Senior Technical Assistance Consultant, Applied Self-Direction
https://tinyurl.com/MHSelfDirection 
30. National I&R Support Center
Thursday, May 20, 2021, 3:00 to 4:00p.m.
Strategies to Combat Social Isolation and Increase Support for Caregivers and People Living with Dementia.
Presenter: Stephanie Balog, Associate Director Contact Center, Alzheimer’s A
Pre-registration is required. Space is limited. Register as soon as possible.
https://tinyurl.com/CombatIsolation 
31. National Association of State Head Injury Administrators
Wednesday, May 26, 2021, 12:30 to 2:00 p.m.
Traumatic Brain Injury & Substance Use Disorder: Criminal Justice
https://tinyurl.com/TBISUDCriminalJustice
32. State Health Insurance Assistance Programs National Network
Wednesday, June 23, 2021, 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Welcome to Medicare - Virtual Fair
(available in English and Spanish)
This virtual fair is for people turning 65, retiring, or joining Medicare because of a disability. Learn about Medicare and all its parts to help you in your enrollment decisions. There is no cost to attend. Join online for any length of time.
There will be expert presenters on Medicare eligibility, enrollment, and coverage options.
https://tinyurl.com/WelcomeToMedicare 
33. Elder Services of the Merrimack Valley and North Shore, LGBT Aging Project – a program of Fenway Health, Salem State University School of Social Work, Care Dimensions, LGBT Senior Social Connection of Merrimack Valley, and Over the Rainbow LGBT Coalition of North Shore
Friday, June 25, 2021, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
10th Annual LGBT Elders in an Ever-Changing World Conference
A virtual one-day conference focusing on interdisciplinary practice and community engagement for people working with lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender older adults and caregivers.
Keynote speakers: 
Photographer Jess T. Dugan & Social Worker Vanessa Fabbre, Ph.D., LCSW
“I’ve Got My Game On: Insights from Trans Elders on Well-Being in Later Life”
Nine breakout sessions over three time periods.
Details and registration:  https://tinyurl.com/LGBTElderEverChanging 

	[bookmark: _Hlk58150571]Nursing homes
	34. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Information about nursing home closures
Find details about pending nursing home closures in Massachusetts and resources for residents living in these facilities.
https://tinyurl.com/NHClosureInformation 
35. Salem News
May 3, 2021
Half of US Nursing Homes Lack Inspections
Overdue certifications tied to pandemic lockdowns
https://tinyurl.com/OverdueCertifcations 
36. Lawrence Eagle Tribune
May 2, 2021
Nursing home inspections fall short
https://tinyurl.com/NHInspectionsFallShort 
37. MarketWatch
April 30, 2021
Why many nursing-home owners have escaped scrutiny of their roles in the COVID-19 crisis
Nursing-care-facility reform efforts met by roadblocks
https://tinyurl.com/NHOwnersEscapeScrutiny 
38. *New York Times
April 29, 2021
New York Times photographers capture families reuniting at nursing homes.
https://tinyurl.com/NYTNHPhotos 
39. *Washington Post
April 28, 2021
Covid awakened Americans to a nursing home crisis. Now comes the hard part.
Nursing homes are rarely penalized when poor care leads to injury or death.
https://tinyurl.com/CovidAwakened 
40. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
April 28, 2021
Policy Memo: Applications for Determination of Need from Long-Term Care Facilities
Five criteria to be met including:
The Proposed Project addresses at least one of the following: 
· Demonstrated ability to treat substance misuse and mental health disorders in a longterm care setting, including the ability to provide Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) Treatment and psychiatric medications/treatments; 
· Addresses unmet cultural or linguistic needs of a population; or 
· Treatment and/or services for specialized populations, including but not limited to residents with COVID-19.
https://tinyurl.com/MDPHMemoDONLTCF 
41. Bangor Daily News
April 27, 2021
COVID-19 outbreaks are spiking again at Maine nursing homes
https://tinyurl.com/OutbreakMaineNH 
42. EurekAlert - American Association for the Advancement of Science – University of Waterloo
April 26, 2021
Long-term care infrastructure must be re-imagined in a post-pandemic world
https://tinyurl.com/LTCInfrastructureReimagined 

	Assisted Living

	43. rlps architects
April 22, 2021
DIGNITY & DESIGN: Crucial Considerations for Memory Support Design Solutions
https://tinyurl.com/DignityDesign 

	Home and Community
	44. AP News
May 2, 2021
Employers, insurers push to make virtual visits regular care
https://tinyurl.com/PushVirtualVisits 
45. Milbank Memorial Fund
April 29, 2021
Primary Care in the COVID-19 Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/MilbankPrimaryCareCovid
46. *Wall Street Journal
April 28, 2021
Humana Buying Out Partners in Home-Health Business
Insurer agrees to pay $5.7 billion to take full control of Kindred at Home
https://tinyurl.com/HumanaBuysHomeHealth 
47. Home Health Care News
April 29, 2021
Looking to Build Market Share, Amedisys Rolls Out SNF-at-Home Pilot Program
https://tinyurl.com/SNFAtHomePilot 
48. Home Health Care News
April 27, 2021
How PACE Helped Amedisys Create a Personal Care Innovation Hub in Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/PACEHelped 
49. *Wall Street Journal
April 24, 2021
Pill-Dispensing Tech Makes the Medicine Go Down...With Human Help, That Is
Smart pill dispensers take on the job of reminding you to take your medicine, but for patients with memory loss, tech still needs a helping hand
https://tinyurl.com/PillDispensingTech 

	Behavioral Health
	50. STAT News
May 3, 2021
People recover from addiction. They also go on to do good things
https://tinyurl.com/RecoverFromAddiction 
51. *Modern Healthcare
May 1, 2021
Critical-care nurses were physically and mentally fried before the pandemic struck
https://tinyurl.com/NursesMentallyFried 
52. Government Accountability Office
April 30, 2021
Behavioral Health: Patient Access, Provider Claims Payment, and the Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/GAOBehavioralHealth 
53. Kaiser Health News
April 30, 2021
Mental Health Services Wane as Insurers Appear to Skirt Parity Rules During Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/M-HSkirtParity 
54. *Modern Healthcare
April 30, 2021
Texas Hospital Uses Quality Model to Increase Depression Screenings for Cancer Patients
https://tinyurl.com/IncreaseDepressionScreenings 
55. Scientific American
April 30, 2021
How Big Data Are Unlocking the Mysteries of Autism
Better genetic insights can help support people across the spectrum
https://tinyurl.com/BigDataAutism 
56. *Houston Chronicle
April 30, 2021
Families of Children with Profound Autism Lean On One Another
https://tinyurl.com/AutismLean 
57. Shots - NPR
April 29, 2021
CVS To Offer In-Store Mental Health Counseling 
https://tinyurl.com/CVSMentalHealth 
58. Institute for Healthcare Improvement
April 29, 2021
“Medicine for Human Loneliness”: The Power of Writing During the Pandemic
https://tinyurl.com/MedicineHumanLoneliness 
59. *New York Times
April 29, 2021
She Bought a Truck on eBay, Then Forgot It. A Dementia Diagnosis Came Later.
Impulsive purchases, out-of-control spending: These behaviors can be early signs of Alzheimer’s disease or other cognitive decline.
https://tinyurl.com/SheBoughtTruck 
60. EurekAlert - American Association for the Advancement of Science – University of East Finland
April 29, 2021
New algorithm for the diagnostics of dementia
https://tinyurl.com/NewAlgorithm 
61. EurekAlert - American Association for the Advancement of Science – Lund University
April 29, 2021
Alzheimer's disease is composed of four distinct subtypes
https://tinyurl.com/FourDistinctTypes 

	Covid-19
	62. U.S. Census Bureau
New Tool Tracks Vaccination and Vaccine Hesitancy Rates Across Geographies, Population Groups
https://tinyurl.com/NewTool-Tracks 
63. Kaiser Health News
April 30, 2021
The Vulnerable Homebound Are Left Behind on Vaccination
https://tinyurl.com/VulenerableHomebound 
64. *Washington Post
April 28, 2021
Fully vaccinated seniors are 94 percent less likely to be hospitalized with covid-19
CDC’s real-world findings provide reassurance about Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna vaccine effectiveness in the highest-risk age group
https://tinyurl.com/FullyVaccinatedSeniors 

	[bookmark: _Hlk57621833]Other
	65. The Scan Foundation
May 3, 2021
Aging, Equity, and Alzheimer's are Top Priorities for Voters
This spring, J. Wallin Opinion Research surveyed 1,000 likely voters across California to gauge support of the Master Plan for Aging. Findings showed that voters want elected officials and state leaders to invest in the Master Plan for Aging, with a focus on equity and those affected by Alzheimer’s disease. 
https://tinyurl.com/AgingEquityAlzheimers  
66. Repertoire
April 2021
What Matters
For providers, being ‘age-friendly’ means listening to the patient
https://tinyurl.com/RepertoireWhatMatters 
67. STAT News
April 30, 2021
ALS groups to the FDA and drug sponsors: ‘We won’t be played again’
https://tinyurl.com/ALSWontBePlayed 
68. Daily KOS
April 27, 2021
Colorado cop was so proud of assaulting 73-year-old woman that he couldn’t wait to show his friends
Loveland, Colorado, police are under fire as video footage continues to surface in connection with a lawsuit. Last year, Loveland police officers violently arrested a 73-year-old woman with dementia, resulting in worsened dementia symptoms as well as a fracture in her arm and a dislocated shoulder.
https://tinyurl.com/ColoradoCop 
69. STAT News
April 27, 2021
Biogen to expand access to its ALS drug, but move may come too late for some patients
https://tinyurl.com/BiogenExpandALSDrug 
70. BU Today
April 26, 2021
Boston University School of Hospitality Administration to Launch Senior Living Concentration for Grad Students
https://tinyurl.com/SeniorLivingConcentration 
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	Websites of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Members
	Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
https://www.alz.org/manh 
Boston Center for independent Living
https://bostoncil.org/
Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform
https://manhr.org/
MetroWest Center for Independent Living
https://mwcil.org/ 
Mystic Valley Elder Services
https://www.mves.org/ 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA)-Massachusetts Chapter
https://massnaela.com/ 

	Recommended websites
Text highlighted in red font: site added this issue.
	AARP Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha  
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua   
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
AARP Massachusetts
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/ 
Administration on Community Living
https://tinyurl.com/ACLCovid19 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Website
Website with timely Covid 19 information regarding older adults and persons with disabilities and extensive links
Annual Disability Statistics Compendium
https://tinyurl.com/DisabilityCompendium 
The Annual Disability Statistics Compendium, Annual Disability Statistics Supplement, and State Reports for County-level Data are web-based tools that pool disability statistics published by various federal agencies together in one place. When working on legislative and other matters relating to persons with disabilities, the Compendium, Supplement, and State Reports make finding and using disability statistics easier. The Annual Disability Statistics Supplement provides hundreds of additional tables breaking down the content found in the Compendium by age, gender, and race-ethnicity. The State Reports for County-level Data provide county-level statistics for each state complimenting the content found in the Compendium and Supplement.
The Atlantic Covid-19 Data Tracking Project
Massachusetts Specific Data
https://tinyurl.com/yd4q89za 
Massachusetts reports long-term care data for Nursing Homes, Skilled Nursing Facilities, and Rest Homes. Massachusetts reports cumulative data. Data on residents and staff are reported combined. Cases and deaths include probables. Massachusetts defines as probable cases as "patients with a positive serology/antibody test and either COVID-like symptoms or likely exposure to COVID-19," and probable deaths as, "patients who did not have a laboratory test but whose death certificate listed COVID-19 as a cause of death are counted as probable deaths." Data is updated daily.
Bloomberg Vaccine Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/BloombergVaccineTracker 
Presents data on Covid-19 vaccination rates by state and related information.
Community Aging in Place—Advancing Better Living for Elders (CAPABLE)
https://tinyurl.com/JHUCAPABLE 
CAPABLE addresses both function and cost. CAPABLE is a program developed at the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing for low-income seniors to safely age in place. The approach teams a nurse, an occupational therapist, and a handy worker to address both the home environment and uses the strengths of the older adults themselves to improve safety and independence.  People with functional limitations and chronic conditions are more than four times more likely than the general population to be among the 5 percent costliest users of health services.
Center for Inclusive Design and Innovation
https://cidi.gatech.edu
CIDI's mission is to improve the human condition through equal access to technology-based and research-driven information, services, and products for individuals with disabilities.
The Claude Pepper Center
https://claudepeppercenter.fsu.edu/ 
Using information and data from multiple sources to help inform policy makers, researchers, teachers, the media and the public about the health, long term care and income security challenges confronting the nation's older citizens.
Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested. http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/MACovidVaccine 
COVID-19 Vaccine in Massachusetts
Gateway page to vaccination information for Massachusetts residents
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/DPHCovid19Dashboard 
COVID-19 Interactive Data Dashboard
https://tinyurl.com/y9a64rxw 
Covid-19 Vaccination Information and Distribution Timeline
Commit to Connect
https://tinyurl.com/CommitToConnect 
Administration on Community Living
Resources for the aging and disability networks
Combating social isolation and loneliness in all communities
Convergence Center for Policy Resolution: Care for Older Adults
https://tinyurl.com/y9fpom8h 
The Conversation Project
https://tinyurl.com/MattersToMe
What Matters to Me: A Guide to Serious Illness Conversations
A workbook designed to help people with a serious illness get ready to talk to their health care team (doctor, nurse, social worker, etc.) about what is most important to them — to make sure that they get the care they want.
Conversations for Caring
https://tinyurl.com/ConversationsCaring 
Conversations for Caring offers regional training for both professional and volunteer providers, who serve older persons, Veterans, persons living with disabilities of all ages, and their families. Monthly trainings  address some of the most challenging issues facing providers who serve in community services settings and include but are not limited to presentations on addiction, mental/behavioral health, trauma, provider self-care, and homelessness. Trainings are offered by area service providers as well as professional members of medical establishments, regional colleges, and universities. Class participants can earn Continuing Education Credits in Social Work, Nursing, Licensed Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselor (LADC), and Northeast Emergency Medical Services (NEEMS).
Coronavirus Updates - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/t2nv2swg 
Get the most important developments in the coronavirus outbreak straight to your inbox every day. All stories in the newsletter are free to access.
Department of Health and Human Services
https://tinyurl.com/OlderAdultToolkit
User Guide for Older Adults Toolkit
This material is intended for all organizations that communicate directly with the older adult community.
Disability Health Research Center at Johns Hopkins University
https://tinyurl.com/DisabilityHealthRC 
Shifting the paradigm from ‘living with a disability’ to ‘thriving with a disability’ and maximizing the health, equity, and participation of people with disabilities.
The Green House Project
https://tinyurl.com/1pqf1djb 
The Green House Project partners with senior living providers to create homes for older adults that demonstrate more powerful, meaningful, and satisfying lives, work, and relationships. They implement culture change as well as dementia education and training to create person-directed, relationship-rich living environments.
The Guardian / Kaiser Health News partnership
https://tinyurl.com/LostFrontline
Lost on the frontline
Thousands of US healthcare workers have died fighting Covid-19. The Guardian and Kaiser Health News count them and investigate why.
Honoring Choices Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/HonoringChoicesGuide 
Health Care Planning Guide: A Road Map for Good Care Over Your Lifetime
Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center
https://tinyurl.com/CovidVaccinePrioritization
COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization Dashboard
This dashboard was created as a partnership between the Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center and the Center for Dignity in Healthcare for People with Disabilities as a starting point for understanding how each state is prioritizing the disability community in COVID-19 vaccine distribution and intends to help people with disabilities determine when they qualify for a COVID-19 vaccine in their state.
Joint Center for Housing Research of Harvard University – Aging
https://tinyurl.com/9ps33ydo 
With the rapid aging of the US population, the need for affordable, accessible, and supportive housing suitable for older adults is set to increase. Research in this area focuses on the demographics of the older population; the supply of housing available to adults with functional limitations and disabilities; affordability problems; the links between housing, health, and community services; and the public and private responses to these challenges.
Joint Project of The Guardian and Kaiser Health News
Lost on the frontline
https://tinyurl.com/y393ndr2 
Daily reporting and interactive database on Covid-19 impact on healthcare workforce 
US healthcare worker deaths are under investigation by the Guardian and Kaiser Health News. This is the most comprehensive count in the nation, and the year-long series of investigative reports into this tragedy poses a disturbing question:  Did they have to die?
Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Kaiser Family Foundation
State COVID-19 Data and Policy Actions
https://tinyurl.com/y7f7re8a 
Explore state-level data on a variety of COVID-19 metrics, including the latest hotspots, cases and deaths by race and ethnicity and at long-term care facilities. Find up-to-date information on state policy actions on social distancing measures and reducing barriers to COVID-19 testing and treatment.
Jump to:
Metrics by State | Cases and Deaths by Race/Ethnicity | Cases and Deaths at Long-term Care Facilities
Explore State COVID-19 Policy Actions:
Social Distancing Actions | State COVID-19 Health Policy Actions | Telehealth | Additional State-Level Data
Kaiser Health News
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?
https://tinyurl.com/y5lry648  
You can search by hospital name or location, look at all hospitals in a particular state and sort penalties by year. Under programs set up by the Affordable Care Act, the federal government cuts payments to hospitals that have high rates of readmissions and those with the highest numbers of infections and patient injuries. For the readmission penalties, Medicare cuts as much as 3 percent for each patient, although the average is generally much lower. The patient safety penalties cost hospitals 1 percent of Medicare payments over the federal fiscal year, which runs from October through September.  
LeadingAge
https://tinyurl.com/ydf26jbm
Coronavirus Information for Affordable Housing
Long Term Care Discussion Group
https://tinyurl.com/LTCDiscussion 
The Long Term Care Discussion Group is a voluntary, independent group that meets for the purpose of educating the policy community on all facets of long term care. The group convenes monthly presentations exploring long term care policy, research, and advocacy issues. Membership is free and open to all. Participants span the entire spectrum of the long term care policy community, including federal agency and congressional staff, researchers, and representatives of a wide variety of stakeholder organizations.  The new co-chair of the LTC Discussion Group is Pamela Nadash, Associate Professor of Gerontology at University of Massachusetts Boston, in the McCormack School of Policy & Global Studies and Fellow of the LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston.
For more information or to be included on the distribution list, email: LTCDiscussionGroup@gmail.com. 
Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd 
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS). 
71. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Information about nursing home closures
Find details about pending nursing home closures in Massachusetts and resources for residents living in these facilities.
https://tinyurl.com/NHClosureInformation 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/DPHCovi19LTCInfoCenter
Long-Term Care COVID-19 Family Information Center
The latest resources and information for families and others about Covid-19 and  residents in nursing homes, rest homes, and assisted living facilities.
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/MassDPHCovidTracker
COVID-19 Interactive Data Dashboard
Daily and cumulative reports on Massachusetts COVID-19 cases, testing, and hospitalizations. Additional reports include nursing facility data, cases by city/town, residents subject to COVID-19 quarantine, and data from State facilities.  Updated weekly on Wednesday.
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/y3b6nlh7
Crisis Standards of Care Planning Guidance for the COVID-19 Pandemic
This Guidance provides direction for the triage of critically ill patients in the event that the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic creates a demand for in-patient critical care resources that outstrips supply. It seeks to ensure that every patient has equitable access to care from which they might benefit, and that tragically difficult decisions about the allocation of scarce in-patient care resources must be grounded only on evidence-based criteria that are clear, transparent, and objective; biological factors related only to the likelihood and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources; and should always minimize inequitable outcomes.
Massachusetts Healthy Aging Collaborative
https://tinyurl.com/MAHealthyAging
Working to make Massachusetts a national leader in vibrant and age-friendly communities.  The Collaborative has identified a two-part model to promote healthy aging and the delivery of elder services in Massachusetts through evidence-based programs and other health promotion programs to support healthy communities. Programs and services should reflect the diversity and heterogeneity of older adults across the state.
Massachusetts FY 2022 State Budget Process
https://tinyurl.com/MAHouseFY22Budget

House of Representatives Budget Version
The House Committee on Ways and Means examines the Governor's Proposal and releases its own recommendations for the annual budget for deliberation by the House of Representatives. Prior to release of the House Ways and Means Budget, Joint Ways and Means Committee budget hearings are held across the state.
National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD)
https://tinyurl.com/GetOutVaccine 
GetOutTheVaccine.org: A website that helps people with disabilities make informed decisions about getting vaccinated
National Association of Health Care Assistants
https://tinyurl.com/NAHCACNA 
The mission of the National Association of Health Care Assistants is to elevate the professional standing and performance of caregivers through recognition, advocacy, education, and empowerment while building a strong alliance with health care providers to maximize success and quality patient care.
National Association of Social Workers
https://www.naswma.org/page/Housing 
COVID-19 & Housing Resources
Resources and information
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
https://theconsumervoice.org/
Leading national voice representing consumers in long-term care issues.
National Strategy for the Covid-19 Response and Pandemic Preparedness
https://tinyurl.com/WHNationalPandemicResponse 
Issued by The White House January 21, 2021
New England ADA Center
https://www.newenglandada.org/ 
The New England ADA Center is one of 10 regional ADA Centers comprising the ADA National Network.  Since 1991, the ADA National Network has provided information, guidance, and training on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), tailored to meet the needs of business, government, and individuals at local, regional, and national levels.  It is not enforcement or regulatory agency, but a helpful resource supporting the ADA’s mission to “make it possible for everyone with a disability to live a life of freedom and equality.
New England ADA Center's ADA and COVID-19 Webpage
https://tinyurl.com/NEADACovid19
People with disabilities have the right to participate in the programs, services and activities offered by municipalities, non-profit organizations, state agencies or businesses. This right of participation remains even during a pandemic, and this principle is even more critical. This website provides information about how the ADA relates to programs and services provided during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Next Avenue
https://tinyurl.com/NextAvenueCovid
The Coronavirus Pandemic: What You Need to Know
This website provides reliable timely reporting to keep readers informed, safe and prepared.
Northeastern University Center for Health Policy and Law
https://tinyurl.com/NUCenterHealthLaw
The Center’s institutes and programs include the Public Health Advocacy Institute (PHAI), the Program on Human Rights and the Global Economy (PHRGE), the Center for Health Policy and Healthcare Research, the Institute for Health Equity and Social Justice Research, the Domestic Violence Institute (DVI), and Health in Justice Action Lab as well as thee health-related clinics, Domestic Violence Clinic, Poverty Law and Practice Clinic and the Public Health Legal Clinic.
Older Adults Technology Services
https://tinyurl.com/OATSAgingConnected
Find Low-Cost Internet Service in Your Area
Peterson-Kaiser Family Foundation Health System Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/ycrqmnrf 
How well is the U.S. health system performing? Explore a variety of indicators of health spending, quality of care, access, and health outcomes.
PHI
https://phinational.org/ 
PHI works to transform eldercare and disability services by fostering dignity, respect, and independence—for all who receive care, and all who provide it. As the nation’s leading authority on the direct care workforce, PHI promotes quality direct care jobs as the foundation for quality care.
PHI Workforce Data Center
https://tinyurl.com/PHIWorkforceData                                                                 
From wages to employment statistics, across states and nationwide, find the latest data on the direct care workforce.
Pioneer Institute
https://tinyurl.com/PioneerTracker 
Covid-19 Tracker
Pioneer distilled the vaccination data down to those who are either fully vaccinated or partially vaccinated, by all the demographic categories published by the DPH. Use the new tool below to compare rates among groups, by municipality and by county. The data will be updated every week.
Pioneer Institute
https://tinyurl.com/PioneerLTCCovidTracker 
COVID Tracker for Long-Term Care Facilities
Pioneer has added a new COVID-19 tracker, with data from the state’s weekly Public Health Report. This data includes any nursing home, rehabilitation center or other long-term care facility with 2+ known COVID-19 cases and facility-reported deaths. This tracker includes the number of licensed beds, ranges of case numbers, deaths, and deaths per bed for 320 facilities.  Pioneer will update the tracker weekly.
Pioneer Network
https://www.pioneernetwork.net/ 
Pioneer Network is the national leader of the culture change movement, helping care providers to transition away from a medical, institutional model of elder care to one that is life affirming, satisfying, humane and meaningful. Pioneer Network advocates for a culture of aging in which individual voices are heard and individual choices are respected.
Pro Publica – Nursing Home Inspect
https://tinyurl.com/3aca77l5
How Safe Are Nursing Homes Near Me? This Tool Will Help You Find Out.
Nursing Home Inspect searches through thousands of nursing home inspection reports to find problems and trends.  The latest update includes data on infection control violations, and notations for facilities that have had a coronavirus case.
U. S. Census Bureau
https://tinyurl.com/USCensusCovidCenter
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic Data Hub
U. S. Food and Drug Administration
https://tinyurl.com/y93oezdf
Beware of Fraudulent Coronavirus Tests, Vaccines and Treatments
Up to date consumer information.
Visitability.org
https://tinyurl.com/Visitability 
Basic Access to Homes
Voices from the Pandemic - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/yxdg63g2 
A collection of accounts from people who have been sharing their personal stories about covid-19.  As told to Eli Saslow.
Voices for Seniors
https://tinyurl.com/VoicesForSeniors 
The mission of VoicesForSeniors is to significantly improve the quality of life for our most vulnerable, elderly communities through grassroots initiatives and advocacy for protective legislation and reform.
VoicesForSeniors uses online resources and social media to change the public’s perspective on senior citizens, and to educate others about the shortcomings of nursing homes and current protective legislation.
We Can Do This
https://tinyurl.com/HHSWeCanDoThis 
A Health and Human Services campaign to increase vaccine confidence while reinforcing basic prevention measures.
White House Official Site
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
This commitment to accessibility for all begins with this site and our efforts to ensure all functionality and all content is accessible to all Americans.
Our ongoing accessibility effort works towards conforming to the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) version 2.1, level AA criteria. These guidelines not only help make web content accessible to users with sensory, cognitive and mobility disabilities, but ultimately to all users, regardless of ability. Ongoing accessibility efforts work toward making WhiteHouse.gov as accessible as possible. The White House welcomes comments on how to improve the site’s accessibility for users with disabilities.
World Health Organization (WH0) – Ageing
https://tinyurl.com/ymgo3ud4
Comprehensive website with these components:  Factsheets; Guidelines; Databases; WHO Resolutions; WHO Teams

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
If you have submissions for inclusion in The Tuesday Digest or have questions or comments, please submit them to paul.lanzikos@gmail.com. 
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