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	The Tuesday Digest
Issue # 46						       July 13, 2021
The Tuesday Digest is information complied by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts concerning long-term services, support, living options, and care issued each Tuesday.

	
	*May require registration before accessing article.

	Quotes of the Week
	Some dominant local and regional nonprofits, including Mass General Brigham, based in Boston, and Avera, based in Sioux Falls, S.D., billed the uninsured at their general hospitals some of their highest prices while also setting some of the most restrictive financial-aid policies for free care nationwide.
Hospitals Often Charge Uninsured People the Highest Prices, Wall Street Journal, July 6, 2021, https://tinyurl.com/HospitalsOftenChargeUnisured   

“She’s not getting better, is she?” her daughter asked. As gently as I could, I explained that despite our best efforts, she was not.  Her daughter started to cry as she realized that there would be no Hail Mary save, no reason to wait until Monday. There would be no miracle, but perhaps there would be peace. It was time to say goodbye.
Reflections of Dr. Daniela Lamas, a pulmonary and critical-care physician at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, What Should Doctors Do When We Experience a Miracle? New York Times, July 2, 2021, https://tinyurl.com/ExpewrienceAMiracle 

I almost died nine months ago — not from cancer, which I have and which my doctors tell me I will not survive — but from malnutrition, a side effect of cancer treatment.
Tracy Kennard, 	Cancer Took Away My Ability to Eat, but Not My Love of Food, New York Times, July 9, 2021, https://tinyurl.com/NotMyLoveForFood 

The article “For this centenarian’s dilemma, a 21st-century answer” illustrates what every person who has an elderly or disabled relative has known for years, and what Dignity Alliance Massachusetts has been working to rectify: Most of us want to remain in our homes and communities, and unless you impoverish yourself, paying for needed care is impossible.
The current Medicare and Medicaid system is biased toward institutional care, underwriting a $240 billion nursing facility industry, the majority of which are for-profit companies. Most nursing facility residents do not need costly 24-hour skilled care but rather require the assistance of personal care aides, housekeeping, and meals, which can be provided in their home for much less money.
The additional home- and community-based funding available through the American Rescue Plan provides Massachusetts with an extraordinary opportunity to transform our system of long-term care and strengthen our delivery of services and supports to allow individuals to live independently in their homes and communities. These changes must be accompanied by reforms to financial eligibility requirements to allow individuals to live independently in the community with the supports they need without becoming impoverished.
Meg Coffin, CEO, Center for Living & Working Inc., Letter to the Editor. Boston Globe, July 12, 2021, https://tinyurl.com/ShouldntHaveToJumpThroughHoops 

Change is beginning to happen in wages for low-wage  workers,  but  until  all  nursing  home  workers’  wages  are  raised to (at least) living  wages and until all workers receive health benefits and paid time off, the Government 
will  continue  to  subsidize  nursing  homes  by  billions  of  dollars  by  providing needs-based public  benefits  and  earned  income  tax  credits  to  the  nursing  home  industry’s  low-paid  workers.   The  nursing  home  industry  is  a heavily taxpayer-subsidized  industry.
Nursing Home Industry is Heavily Taxpayer-Subsidized, Center for Medicare Advocacy, July 2021, https://tinyurl.com/HeavilyTaxpayerSubsidized 

You have to look at history as a far more complex phenomenon than the sort of generational divide that is really artificial as framing right now.
So, why are we pitting a generation against each other, when, in fact, all they're basically doing is pointing a finger at baby boomers for a few bad mistakes that took place during those years, not recognizing how society has transformed since the 1950s in fundamental, deep, institutional, personal, interpersonal ways?
Leonard Steinhorn, Professor, American University, quoted in Baby boomers on their role in social change and how luck affected their prosperity, PBS News Hour, July 8, 2021,  https://tinyurl.com/BabyBoomersSocialChange   

	Funding Opportunities

	1. Encore.org
Gen2Gen Innovation Fellowship
The Gen2Gen Innovation Fellowship elevates, catalyzes, and supports the work of 15 practical visionaries of all ages with ambitious initiatives to bridge generational divides.  
Over nine months, beginning in October 2021, fellows will receive:
· A powerful, cohort experience with a mix of virtual and in-person sessions over nine months.
· Expert coaching and peer assistance to advance their program design, pitch to funders, tell their own story well and widely, and more.
· $10,000 to advance their Gen2Gen work.
· Exposure to important networks, including funders, journalists, innovators, and experts in the field.
· Professional editorial support.
· An opportunity to present at the Gen2Gen Fellowship Showcase, an event convening changemakers, thought leaders, and funders working in the intergenerational arena.
Applications due by July 18, 2021.
https://tinyurl.com/Gen2GenFellowship 

	Previously posted funding opportunities
	For open funding opportunities previously posted in The Tuesday Digest please see https://dignityalliancema.org/funding-opportunities/.

	Legislative hearing / testimony
	2. S413/H733
An Act to improve employer standards for Massachusetts nursing homes in order to improve the quality of care, dignity, and quality of life of Massachusetts nursing home resident
https://tinyurl.com/TestimonyS413H733 
3. S414 / H727
An Act to ensure quality of care in nursing homes in order to improve the quality of care, dignity, and quality of life of Massachusetts nursing home residents
https://tinyurl.com/TestimonyS414H727 
4. S416
An Act Relative to Small House Nursing Homes 
https://tinyurl.com/TestimonyS416 

	Position Recruitment
	5. Administration on Community Living
Director of the Office of Independent Living Programs
Washington, DC
Application period ends July 16, 2021, or when 100 applications have been submitted.
https://tinyurl.com/ACLProgramManager 

	Reports
	6. Center for Medicare Advocacy
July 2021
Nursing Home Industry is Heavily Taxpayer-Subsidized
It is well-known that Government health care programs, Medicare, and Medicaid, are the primary payers for nursing home care. The two federal programs paid facilities tens of billions of dollars for providing care to residents and were the primary payer for nearly 80% of residents. Far less known is that, in addition to receiving these direct payments, the nursing home industry also benefits from the extensive subsidies, through income-related public benefit programs – Medicaid, food assistance, housing assistance, heating assistance, cash payments, tax credits, and more – that help support its underpaid staff. The Government subsidizes the nursing home industry by billions of dollars each year by providing needs-based public benefits and earned income tax credits to its many low-wage nursing home workers.
https://tinyurl.com/HeavilyTaxpayerSubsidized 
7. Massachusetts Health Equity Task Force
July 1, 2021
A Blueprint for Health Equity
Health Equity Task Force Final Report
https://tinyurl.com/HealthEquityReport 
8. CommonWealth Magazine
July 1, 2021
Health Equity task force report goes far beyond health care
Recommendations address housing, immigration, hunger
https://tinyurl.com/BeyondHealthCare 

	Seeking Volunteers from Many Cultural Communities
	9. Massachusetts Alzheimer’s Advisory Council
The Massachusetts Alzheimer’s Advisory Council is currently recruiting volunteers to participate in its Equity & Inclusion Team led by Dr. Jonathan Jackson. Specifically, the Council is seeking individuals who can be a part of a diverse Equity & Inclusion Team comprised of individuals from many cultural communities. We would like to fill the team with people personally or professionally familiar with the challenges that individuals and families affected by dementia face in certain cultural communities. Participation will require no more than 1 hour per month of each volunteer’s time from July through December 2021. First, the Equity & Inclusion Team will meet to learn from each other while they collaboratively develop information around equity and inclusion for distribution to the Alzheimer’s Advisory Council. Next, each team member will attend at least one meeting of one of the Alzheimer’s Advisory Council’s 14 implementation teams to review that team’s specific implementation strategies and provide it with information and advice on how to effectively build a solid foundation of equity and inclusion into its ongoing work. ﻿If you are interested, or would like more information, please reach out to Pam MacLeod at the MA Executive Office of Elder Affairs at Pam.MacLeod@mass.gov by Monday, July 19, 2021. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk76113406]Nursing Home Closures
	10. Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Information about nursing home closures
Find details about pending nursing home closures in Massachusetts and resources for residents living in these facilities.
https://tinyurl.com/NHClosureInformation 

	Biden / federal proposals
	11. Axios
July 8, 2021
The drug pricing lawsuit that could blow up Medicare
https://tinyurl.com/DrugPricingLawsuit 
12. *Washington Post
July 7, 2021
Expansions could be coming to Medicare
https://tinyurl.com/WSJMedicareExpansion 
13. Health Affairs Blog
July 6, 2021
Banning Surprise Bills: Biden Administration Issues First Rule on The No Surprises Act
On July 1, 2021—just in time to meet a statutory deadline set by Congress—the Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS), Labor, and Treasury, and the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) issued an interim final rule (IFR) to implement key parts of the No Surprises Act (NSA). The NSA—which was adopted as part of a broader legislative package in December 2020 and builds on parts of the Affordable Care Act (ACA)—includes comprehensive new patient protections against surprise medical bills. The IFR was issued alongside a press release, two fact sheets, and other new materials.
https://tinyurl.com/BanningSurpriseBills 
14. The Hill
July 5, 2021
Progressives ramp up Medicare expansion push in Congress
https://tinyurl.com/ProgressivesRampUpMedicare 

	Massachusetts FY 2022 State Budget Process
	15. Massachusetts FY 2022 State Budget Process
Tracks the progress of the FY 2022 budget.
The Budget has been enacted by the House and the Senate and is currently before the Governor for his consideration.
https://tinyurl.com/MA2021BudgetH4002 

	American Society on Aging
The Legacy Interviews
	16. American Society on Aging
Wednesdays, June 23 through September 8, 2021, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
The Legacy Interviews
The Legacy Interviews is a 12-week webcast series produced by the American Society on Aging will featuring interviews with diverse legendary pathfinders who have spent decades in the field of aging, health, and social services. Each interview will be conducted by Ken Dychtwald, to capture the wisdom and character of gerontology’s pioneers to inform, inspire and guide current and future professionals in the fields of aging and related services for years to come. 
These conversations will delve into topics such as:
· How our healthcare, financial, social services and infrastructure systems can better support older adults and their caregivers;
· Ageism in the workplace, politics, media and popular culture;
· The opportunities and obligations of today’s and tomorrow’s elders;
· The individual, social and systemic dimensions of diversity and equity.
Scheduled interviews:
· July 14 | Jennie Chin Hansen, MS, Chair, SCAN Foundation
· July 21 | Larry Curley, MPA, enrolled member of the Navajo Nation with 40 years in the field of aging and healthcare
· July 28 | Kathy Greenlee, JD, former Assistant Secretary for Aging, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
· August 4 | Fernando Torres-Gil, PhD, MSW, Professor of Social Welfare and Public Policy at UCLA, Director of the UCLA Center for Policy Research on Aging; first-ever U.S. Assistant Secretary for Aging in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Service
· August 11 | E. Percil Stanford, PhD, President of Folding Voice and of KIND Corporation in San Diego
· August 18 | Jeanette Takamura, PhD, professor and dean emerita of the Columbia School of Social Work; former Assistant Secretary for Aging at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services;
· August 25 | Terry Fulmer, PhD, RN, FAAN, President of The John A. Hartford Foundation
· September 1 | Marc Freedman, MBA, CEO and President of Encore.org
· September 8 | John W. Rowe, MD, Julius B. Richmond Professor of Health Policy and Aging at the Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. Previously, he served as Chairman and CEO of Aetna, Inc.
https://tinyurl.com/ASALegacyInterviews 

	Current Webinars / Online sessions

	17. Gray Panthers of New York City
Starting Tuesday, July 13, 2021, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Transformation Tuesdays
A virtual education webinar series.
First webinar panelists on Tuesday, July 13, 2021
· Barry Barkan, Live Oak Institute, Berkley, CA
· Rose Marie Fagan, C0-Founder and Founding Executive Director, Pioneer Network, Culture Change Network of Georgia
· Jeff Jerebker, Founder and Former President, Pinion Management
· Catherine Unsino, Psychotherapist, New York City
· Evy Cugelman, Culture Change Coordinator, Eden Alternative
 Access Zoom link: https://tinyurl.com/TransformationTuesdays
Meeting ID: 851 0619 6544     Passcode: 497358
18. National Center on Law and Elder Rights
Tuesday, July 13, 2021, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Role of Decision Supports in Elder Abuse Prevention and Recovery
Decision supports maximize independence and self-determination and empower older adults to use trusted supports, selected by the person, to provide help in making informed choices. Older adults who experience abuse or exploitation may lose existing supports and supporters and require new or enhanced supports in place. Many older adults need assistance identifying which types of decision supports are needed and how to choose supporters and develop a trustworthy support network. Oversight and accountability should be planned to identify abuse or exploitation so that interventions can happen if needed.
This webcast will explore strategies for determining decision supports for individuals who have experienced abuse, do not have easily identifiable persons to serve as supports, and/or need assistance with building and maintaining a support network.
· After attending this training, attendees will be able to:
· Identify person-centered decision supports that maximize self-determination
· Describe ways to provide assistance identifying supporters and create and maintain a support network
· List two or more tools to use to create oversight and accountability
Presenters:
•	David Godfrey
•	Elizabeth Moran, ABA Commission on Law and Aging
https://tinyurl.com/DecisionSupportsInElderAbuse 
19. Reeves Foundation
Tuesday, July 13, 2021, 12:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 3, 2021, 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 7, 2021, 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, October 5, 2021, 2:00 p.m.
November 2, 2021, 02:00, p.m.
Adjustment Through the Lifespan 
Join Dr. John Chang for the next monthly webinar of Living Well with Dr. John- Adjustment through the Lifespan. Dr. John will focus on practical tips during the adjustment phases that most individuals with SCI's encounter at some point (or continuously) throughout their lives post-injury. Dr. John will provide basic concepts, potential trigger reactions, as well as some practical coping strategies. More specifically, topics such as stress, crisis, loss, self-concept, unpredictability, and quality of life will be covered in the webinar.
https://tinyurl.com/AdjustmentThroughTheLifespan 
20. American Society on Aging
Thursday, July 22, 2021, 2:00 p.m.
Caring for Those Who Care: Meeting the Needs of Southeast Asian American Caregivers
Participants in this webinar will be able to:
· Identify and address the unique needs and caregiving realities of Southeast Asian American caregivers
· Gain an understanding of how culture impacts Southeast Asian American caregivers’ perceptions of care and their health outcomes
· Develop skills to deliver Southeast Asian American-competent, person-directed care to improve health outcomes among Southeast Asian American caregivers
Presenters:
· Quyen Dinh is the Executive Director of the Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC). SEARAC represents the largest refugee community ever resettled in America as a civil rights organization and works to empower Cambodian, Laotian, and Vietnamese American communities to create a socially just and equitable society through policy advocacy, advocacy capacity building, community engagement, and mobilization. 
· Lauren Pongan (she/her) is the Diverse Elders Coalition national director. She designs and implements strategies that strengthen community-based organizations’ and their leaders’ mastery of policy, advocacy, and communication for social impact.
https://tinyurl.com/SoutheastAsianCaregivers 
21. MassNAELA
Wednesday, July 18, 2021, 10:00 a.m.
Estate Recovery Presentation 
To provide clarity and answers to the public regarding the Estate Recovery Requirements Notice recently issued by MassHealth, the Massachusetts Chapter of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (MassNAELA) will host an informational webinar with remarks provided by State Senator Joanne M. Comerford and State Representative Christine P. Barber. The Webinar will include MassNAELA members and other advocates taking questions from attendees.
YouTube video: https://tinyurl.com/EstateRecoveryVideo 
Webinar registration:  https://tinyurl.com/EstateRecoveryWebinar 
22. Gray Panthers of New York City
Tuesday, August 10, 2021
Day of Remembering:  Honoring Nursing Home Lives
Details to be announced
23. The Greenhouse Project
Tuesday, August 17, 2021, 10:00 a.m.
Change the Culture, Transform the Care: Disrupt or be Disrupted
Walks through the application of the Green House principles and core values in traditional nursing home settings. Will examine providers' own experiences in creating relationship-rich, person-directed living settings without having to rebuild or undergo major renovations.
https://tinyurl.com/DisruptOrBeDisrupted 

	
	For forthcoming webinars and online sessions previously posted in The Tuesday Digest please see https://dignityalliancema.org/webinars-and-online-sessions/. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk58150571][bookmark: _Hlk75181356]Nursing homes
	24. Center for Medicare Advocacy
July 2021
Nursing Home Industry is Heavily Taxpayer-Subsidized
It is well-known that Government health care programs, Medicare, and Medicaid, are the primary payers for nursing home care. The two federal programs paid facilities tens of billions of dollars for providing care to residents and were the primary payer for nearly 80% of residents. Far less known is that, in addition to receiving these direct payments, the nursing home industry also benefits from the extensive subsidies, through income-related public benefit programs – Medicaid, food assistance, housing assistance, heating assistance, cash payments, tax credits, and more – that help support its underpaid staff. The Government subsidizes the nursing home industry by billions of dollars each year by providing needs-based public benefits and earned income tax credits to its many low-wage nursing home workers.
https://tinyurl.com/HeavilyTaxpayerSubsidized
25. CBC News
July 7, 2021
New simulation lab will study prevention of disease in long-term care homes
The University of New Brunswick lab will replicate long-term care settings with robotic simulators
https://tinyurl.com/SimulationLabLTC 

	Home and Community
	26. *Boston Globe
July 13, 2021
Report recommends replacing Newton’s senior center with new building
https://tinyurl.com/NewtonsSeniorCenter 
27. *New York Times
July 9, 2021
Cancer Took Away My Ability to Eat, but Not My Love of Food
Tracy Kennard is a writer and a former owner of the wine bar Brunette in Kingston, N.Y. In 2019 she received a diagnosis of nasopharyngeal carcinoma.
https://tinyurl.com/NotMyLoveForFood 
28. The Guardian
July 7, 2021
Why is a 108-year-old resorting to GoFundMe to pay for home care?
The predicament of Juliet Bernstein is just one more example of how America’s byzantine healthcare system fails so many.
https://tinyurl.com/ResortingToGoFundMe 
29. Geisinger Health System
July 7, 2021
Aging-related conditions increase treatment burden in older cancer patients

Research finds multiple chronic conditions, rural residence main contributors to increased healthcare visits
https://tinyurl.com/AgingRelatedConditions 
30. University of Waterloo
July 7, 2021
Understanding frailty will lead to better care for older adults
Frailty is a better predictor than factors such as age when determining how older adults fare one year after receiving critical care.
https://tinyurl.com/UnderstandingFraility 
31. HealthDay
July 7, 2021
Americans Living with HIV Have Near-Normal Life Expectancy: Study
https://tinyurl.com/AmericansLivingWithHIV 
32. mHealth Intelligence
July 2, 2021
Pilot Program Uses Telehealth to Help LTC, Rehab Patients Transition Home
West Virginia University is reporting good results in a pilot program that uses telehealth to help patients transition home after a stay in a long-term care or nursing facility.
https://tinyurl.com/PilotProgramTelehealth 

	Housing
	33. Senior Housing News
July 11, 2021
Mid-Year Senior Living Report: Uneven Recovery Proceeds, Struggling Operators Face Trouble
https://tinyurl.com/SeniorLivingUnevenRecovery 
34. *Boston Globe
July 11, 2021 (updated)
For years, in-law apartments have been discouraged in Greater Boston. The housing shortage is changing that
https://tinyurl.com/InlawApartmentBeenDiscoraged 
35. *Washington Post
July 7, 2021
‘Five-alarm fire’: Slow trickle of rental aid heightens concern about eviction crisis
Of the billions of dollars allotted by Congress for emergency aid, only $1.5 billion had been spent by the end of May, according to Treasury Department data
https://tinyurl.com/FiveAlarmFire 

	Behavioral Health
	36. The Source
July 9, 2021
Naomi Osaka Pens a Personal Essay About Mental Health-“It’s Ok Not to Be Ok”
https://tinyurl.com/OsakaItsOkNotToBeOK 
37. Boston Herald
July 7, 2021
Communities suffer when mental health resources scarce
https://tinyurl.com/CommunitiesSuffer 
38. Duke-NUS Medical School
July 6, 2021
"All the lonely people": The impact of loneliness in old age on life and health expectancy
The study findings show that people aged 60, who perceive themselves to be sometimes lonely or mostly lonely, can expect to live three to five years less, on average, compared to peers who perceive themselves as never lonely. Similarly, at ages 70 and 80, lonely older persons can, on average, expect to live three to four and two to three years less, respectively, compared to non-lonely peers.
https://tinyurl.com/AllTheLonelyPeople 
39. Health Affairs Blog
July 6, 2021
The Importance of Mental Health Workers for Mobile Crisis Response
Podcast
https://tinyurl.com/MobileMHWorkersResponse 
40. *New York Times
July 5, 2021
The Challenges of Bipolar Disorder in Young People
Symptoms in children may initially be mistaken for other conditions, and young people may suffer serious distress for years.
https://tinyurl.com/BipolarDisorderYoungPeople 
41. *Washington Post
July 3, 2021
Parents of kids with medical complexity are five times likelier to have poor or fair mental health than counterparts, study says


	Workforce / Caregiving

	42. American Society on Aging
Caring for Those Who Care
Resources for Providers: Meeting the Needs of Diverse Family Caregivers
This toolkit offers topline information on what providers need to know, and key pieces from a comprehensive training curriculum, Caring for Those Who Care: Meeting the Needs of Diverse Family Caregivers.
https://tinyurl.com/DiverseFamiliesToolkit 

	Alzheimer’s Disease
	43. Massachusetts Alzheimer’s Advisory Council
The Massachusetts Alzheimer’s Advisory Council is currently recruiting volunteers to participate in its Equity & Inclusion Team led by Dr. Jonathan Jackson. Specifically, the Council is seeking individuals who can be a part of a diverse Equity & Inclusion Team comprised of individuals from many cultural communities. We would like to fill the team with people personally or professionally familiar with the challenges that individuals and families affected by dementia face in certain cultural communities. Participation will require no more than 1 hour per month of each volunteer’s time from July through December 2021. First, the Equity & Inclusion Team will meet to learn from each other while they collaboratively develop information around equity and inclusion for distribution to the Alzheimer’s Advisory Council. Next, each team member will attend at least one meeting of one of the Alzheimer’s Advisory Council’s 14 implementation teams to review that team’s specific implementation strategies and provide it with information and advice on how to effectively build a solid foundation of equity and inclusion into its ongoing work. ﻿If you are interested, or would like more information, please reach out to Pam MacLeod at the MA Executive Office of Elder Affairs at Pam.MacLeod@mass.gov by Monday, July 19, 2021. 
44. CNN Politics
July 10, 2021
How everyone on Medicare could end up paying for the pricey new Alzheimer's drug
https://tinyurl.com/PriceyNewAlzheimersDrug 
45. *New York Times
July 9, 2019
F.D.A. Seeks Investigation of Its Own Alzheimer’s Drug Approval
The agency’s acting head said a review should look into whether any interactions between agency staff and the drug developer, Biogen, broke F.D.A. rules.
https://tinyurl.com/FDASeeksInvestigation 
46. Washington University School of Medicine
July 8, 2021
New Alzheimer's treatment targets identified
Study points to FDA-approved drugs that have potential to slow or reverse brain damage. A research team at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis has identified potential new treatment targets for Alzheimer's disease, as well as existing drugs that have therapeutic potential against these targets.
The potential targets are defective proteins that lead to the buildup of amyloid in the brain, contributing to the onset of problems with memory and thinking that are the hallmark of Alzheimer's.
https://tinyurl.com/AlzheimersTreatmentTarget 
47. *New York Times
July 8, 2021
In Reversal, F.D.A. Calls for Limits on Who Gets Alzheimer’s Drug
The agency faced criticism for approving Aduhelm for all Alzheimer’s patients. Now it recommends that the drug be given only to those with mild symptoms.
https://tinyurl.com/ReversalAlzheimersDrug 
48. HealthDay
July 8, 2021
Missing Teeth, Higher Odds for Dementia?
https://tinyurl.com/MissingTeethDementia
49. *New York Times
July 7, 2021
A New Alzheimer’s Drug Offers More Questions Than Answers
The approval of Aduhelm to treat Alzheimer’s disease has raised hope among older adults, but many doctors wonder if it is warranted.
https://tinyurl.com/NYTMoreQuestionsThanAnswers

	Covid-19
	50. *Washington Post
July 9, 2021
What you need to know about the highly contagious delta variant
The variant first identified in India last year is now dominant in the United States
https://tinyurl.com/ContagiousDeltaVariant 
51. *Washington Post
July 6, 2021
All Marylanders who died of covid in June were unvaccinated, data shows
Unvaccinated people made up all of Maryland’s reported coronavirus deaths last month, as well as the vast majority of new cases and hospitalizations, the state reported Tuesday — data that public health officials say demonstrates the effectiveness of vaccines.
https://tinyurl.com/MarylandersUnvaccinatedDied 

	[bookmark: _Hlk57621833]Other
	52. PBS News Hour
July 8, 2021
Baby boomers on their role in social change and how luck affected their prosperity
The COVID-19 shutdown and recession may have exacerbated an already growing division in popular culture between millennials and baby boomers.
https://tinyurl.com/BabyBoomersSocialChange  
53. STAT News
July 7, 2021
Aduhelm’s accelerated approval offers a promising roadmap for rare neurological diseases
https://tinyurl.com/RoadmapForRareDisease 
54. Massachusetts General Hospital
July 6, 2021
Study reveals source of remarkable memory of "superagers"
For the first time, researchers have used fMRI to understand how some older adults can learn and remember new information as well as a 25-year-old.
https://tinyurl.com/MemoryOfSuperagers 
55. *Wall Street Journal
July 6, 2021
Hospitals Often Charge Uninsured People the Highest Prices, New Data Show
Cash payers are often charged more than insurance companies for the same service by the same hospital, according to a WSJ analysis of previously confidential data
https://tinyurl.com/HospitalsOftenChargeUnisured 
56. HealthDay
July 6, 2021
Living to Age 130:  New Study Projects It Could Happen
https://tinyurl.com/LivingToAge130 
57. *New York Times
July 2, 2021
What Should Doctors Do When We Experience a Miracle?
https://tinyurl.com/ExpewrienceAMiracle 
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	*May require registration before accessing article.

	Websites of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Members
	Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire
https://www.alz.org/manh 
Boston Center for independent Living
https://bostoncil.org/
Center for Public Representation
https://www.centerforpublicrep.org/ 
COP Amputee Association – COPAA
https://www.copamp.org/ 
Disability Policy Consortium
https://www.dpcma.org/ 
Disability Resource Center
https://disabilityrc.org/ 
Easterseals Massachusetts
https://www.easterseals.com/ma/ 
Greater Boston Legal Services
https://www.gbls.org/ 
Massachusetts Advocates for Nursing Home Reform
https://manhr.org/
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute
https://www.mlri.org/ 
MetroWest Center for Independent Living
https://mwcil.org/ 
Mystic Valley Elder Services
https://www.mves.org/ 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA)-Massachusetts Chapter
https://massnaela.com/ 
Public Guardianship Services
https://www.publicguardianservices.org/ 
Stop Bullying Coalition
https://www.stopbullyingcoalition.org/ 

	Recommended websites
Text highlighted in red font: site added this issue.
	AARP Family Caregiving Resource Center
https://tinyurl.com/AARPCaregivingCenter
Extensive site with resources and links.
AARP Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
https://tinyurl.com/y5xk6eha  
Massachusetts scorecard can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3ryfzua   
Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard
The fourth edition of the LTSS State Scorecard, released in fall 2020, takes a multi-dimensional approach to measure state-level performance of LTSS systems that assist older adults, people with physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Unlike many other rankings that focus on a particular aspect of LTSS system performance, the Scorecard compares state LTSS systems across multiple dimensions, reflecting the importance and interconnectedness each has on the overall LTSS system.
AARP Massachusetts
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/ 
Abiliities.com
https://www.abilities.com/
Resources for the disability community
Administration on Community Living
Profile of Older Americans 2020
https://tinyurl.com/ProfileOlderAmericans2020 
The Profile of Older Americans is an annual summary of critical statistics related to the older population in the United States. Relying primarily on data offered by the U.S. Census Bureau, the Profile illustrates the shifting demographics of Americans aged 65 and older. It includes key topic areas such as income, living arrangements, education, health, and caregiving. The 2020 Profile includes special sections on COVID-19 and mental health.  Excel data file and graphic display are available.   Previous year profiles available 2005 through 2019.
Administration on Community Living
https://tinyurl.com/ACLCovid19 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Website
Website with timely Covid 19 information regarding older adults and persons with disabilities and extensive links
Administration on Community Living
https://tinyurl.com/ACLCommitToConnect 
Commit to Connect
The Commit to Connect campaign is a public-private partnership that is: building a nationwide network of champions to collaborate on solutions and to reach more people; developing an online, consumer-focused tool, or clearinghouse, that matches people who are socially isolated to customized suggestions for resources that can help them connect and engage; establishing critical partnerships in communities and across all levels of government; sharing successful initiatives that can be implemented in communities across the country.  
Annual Disability Statistics Compendium
https://tinyurl.com/DisabilityCompendium 
The Annual Disability Statistics Compendium, Annual Disability Statistics Supplement, and State Reports for County-level Data are web-based tools that pool disability statistics published by various federal agencies together in one place. When working on legislative and other matters relating to persons with disabilities, the Compendium, Supplement, and State Reports make finding and using disability statistics easier. The Annual Disability Statistics Supplement provides hundreds of additional tables breaking down the content found in the Compendium by age, gender, and race-ethnicity. The State Reports for County-level Data provide county-level statistics for each state complimenting the content found in the Compendium and Supplement.
Asperger / Autism Network (AANE)
https://www.aane.org/ 
The Asperger/Autism Network (AANE) helps people with Asperger's or similar autism spectrum and neurodiverse profiles build meaningful, connected lives.  They provide individuals, families, and professionals with information, education, community, support, and advocacy — all in an inclusive atmosphere of validation and respect.
The Atlantic Covid-19 Data Tracking Project
Massachusetts Specific Data
https://tinyurl.com/yd4q89za 
Massachusetts reports long-term care data for Nursing Homes, Skilled Nursing Facilities, and Rest Homes. Massachusetts reports cumulative data. Data on residents and staff are reported combined. Cases and deaths include probables. Massachusetts defines as probable cases as "patients with a positive serology/antibody test and either COVID-like symptoms or likely exposure to COVID-19," and probable deaths as, "patients who did not have a laboratory test but whose death certificate listed COVID-19 as a cause of death are counted as probable deaths." Data is updated daily.
Bloomberg Vaccine Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/BloombergVaccineTracker 
Presents data on Covid-19 vaccination rates by state and related information.
Center for Dignity in Healthcare for People with Disabilities
https://tinyurl.com/CenterDignityHealthcare 
The Center for Dignity in Healthcare for People with Disabilities (CDHPD) is a virtual center with the goal of identifying and reducing life-limiting healthcare inequities for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) by improving access to anti-discrimination medical protocols.  The Center develops resources for healthcare professionals to understand the civil rights and support the needs of Americans with disabilities as they access routine and lifesaving care; and engage people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families to learn more about advocacy related to healthcare discrimination.
Center for Inclusive Design and Innovation
https://cidi.gatech.edu
CIDI's mission is to improve the human condition through equal access to technology-based and research-driven information, services, and products for individuals with disabilities.
The Claude Pepper Center
https://claudepeppercenter.fsu.edu/ 
Using information and data from multiple sources to help inform policy makers, researchers, teachers, the media and the public about the health, long term care and income security challenges confronting the nation's older citizens.
Coalition for Serious Medical Care
Massachusetts e-MOLST Web Portal
The e-MOLST Web Portal supports providers in engaging in advance care planning with patients in the current, largely virtual care world. On the portal, clinicians and patients or surrogates can remotely complete and digitally sign MOLST forms.
To sign up for the portal, send full name, licensure/role, institution, work address, work email, and phone number to: masssupport@vyncahealth.com. You will receive an email invitation to create a password and log in within two business days. This is a work in progress; feedback is requested. http://maseriouscare.org/emolst  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/MACovidVaccine 
COVID-19 Vaccine in Massachusetts
Gateway page to vaccination information for Massachusetts residents
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/DPHCovid19Dashboard 
COVID-19 Interactive Data Dashboard
https://tinyurl.com/y9a64rxw 
Covid-19 Vaccination Information and Distribution Timeline
Commit to Connect
https://tinyurl.com/CommitToConnect 
Administration on Community Living
Resources for the aging and disability networks
Combating social isolation and loneliness in all communities
Community Aging in Place—Advancing Better Living for Elders (CAPABLE)
https://tinyurl.com/JHUCAPABLE 
CAPABLE addresses both function and cost. CAPABLE is a program developed at the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing for low-income seniors to safely age in place. The approach teams a nurse, an occupational therapist, and a handy worker to address both the home environment and uses the strengths of the older adults themselves to improve safety and independence.  People with functional limitations and chronic conditions are more than four times more likely than the general population to be among the 5 percent costliest users of health services.
Convergence Center for Policy Resolution: Care for Older Adults
https://tinyurl.com/y9fpom8h 
The Conversation Project
https://tinyurl.com/MattersToMe
What Matters to Me: A Guide to Serious Illness Conversations
A workbook designed to help people with a serious illness get ready to talk to their health care team (doctor, nurse, social worker, etc.) about what is most important to them — to make sure that they get the care they want.
Conversations for Caring
https://tinyurl.com/ConversationsCaring 
Conversations for Caring offers regional training for both professional and volunteer providers, who serve older persons, Veterans, persons living with disabilities of all ages, and their families. Monthly trainings  address some of the most challenging issues facing providers who serve in community services settings and include but are not limited to presentations on addiction, mental/behavioral health, trauma, provider self-care, and homelessness. Trainings are offered by area service providers as well as professional members of medical establishments, regional colleges, and universities. Class participants can earn Continuing Education Credits in Social Work, Nursing, Licensed Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselor (LADC), and Northeast Emergency Medical Services (NEEMS).
Coronavirus Updates - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/t2nv2swg 
Get the most important developments in the coronavirus outbreak straight to your inbox every day. All stories in the newsletter are free to access.
Days for Girls
https://www.daysforgirls.org/our-mission/ 
Mission: providing powerful menstrual health solutions to help menstrual women and girls break the cycle of poverty and live their lives with  dignity.
Department of Health and Human Services
https://tinyurl.com/OlderAdultToolkit
User Guide for Older Adults Toolkit
This material is intended for all organizations that communicate directly with the older adult community.
Disability Health Research Center at Johns Hopkins University
https://tinyurl.com/DisabilityHealthRC 
Shifting the paradigm from ‘living with a disability’ to ‘thriving with a disability’ and maximizing the health, equity, and participation of people with disabilities.
Georgia Institute of Technology Center for Inclusive Tech Design & Innovation
https://tinyurl.com/GATechCovidTraining 
Archive of COVID-19 Accessible Materials for People with Disabilities Project:  broadcast recordings, live transcripts, and other support documents
The Green House Project
https://tinyurl.com/1pqf1djb 
The Green House Project partners with senior living providers to create homes for older adults that demonstrate more powerful, meaningful, and satisfying lives, work, and relationships. They implement culture change as well as dementia education and training to create person-directed, relationship-rich living environments.
The Guardian / Kaiser Health News partnership
https://tinyurl.com/LostFrontline
Lost on the frontline
Thousands of US healthcare workers have died fighting Covid-19. The Guardian and Kaiser Health News count them and investigate why.
Hebrew Senior Life – Research
https://tinyurl.com/HSLResearch 
Areas of focus:
· The Aging Brain
· Mobility and Falls
· Palliative Care Research
· Musculoskeletal Research
Honoring Choices Massachusetts
https://tinyurl.com/HonoringChoicesGuide 
Health Care Planning Guide: A Road Map for Good Care Over Your Lifetime
Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center
https://tinyurl.com/CovidVaccinePrioritization
COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization Dashboard
This dashboard was created as a partnership between the Johns Hopkins Disability Health Research Center and the Center for Dignity in Healthcare for People with Disabilities as a starting point for understanding how each state is prioritizing the disability community in COVID-19 vaccine distribution and intends to help people with disabilities determine when they qualify for a COVID-19 vaccine in their state.
Joint Center for Housing Research of Harvard University – Aging
https://tinyurl.com/9ps33ydo 
With the rapid aging of the US population, the need for affordable, accessible, and supportive housing suitable for older adults is set to increase. Research in this area focuses on the demographics of the older population; the supply of housing available to adults with functional limitations and disabilities; affordability problems; the links between housing, health, and community services; and the public and private responses to these challenges.
Joint Project of The Guardian and Kaiser Health News
Lost on the frontline
https://tinyurl.com/y393ndr2 
Daily reporting and interactive database on Covid-19 impact on healthcare workforce 
US healthcare worker deaths are under investigation by the Guardian and Kaiser Health News. This is the most comprehensive count in the nation, and the year-long series of investigative reports into this tragedy poses a disturbing question:  Did they have to die?
Institute on Community Integration
https://ici.umn.edu/
The Institute on Community Integration (ICI) at the University of Minnesota focuses on policies and practices that affect children, youth, and adults with disabilities, and those receiving educational supports through collaborative research, training, and information-sharing activities.   ICI’s values are based on Inclusion; Diversity; Equity; Self-determination; and Data-informed practice and policy. 
Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI)
Requires free registration:  https://tinyurl.com/y4768fxw 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement, with support from The John A. Hartford Foundation, offers the COVID-19 Rapid Response Network for Nursing Homes to support nursing home leadership, staff, residents, families, and communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to webinars, online and print resources, links to relevant sites.
Kaiser Family Foundation
State COVID-19 Data and Policy Actions
https://tinyurl.com/y7f7re8a 
Explore state-level data on a variety of COVID-19 metrics, including the latest hotspots, cases and deaths by race and ethnicity and at long-term care facilities. Find up-to-date information on state policy actions on social distancing measures and reducing barriers to COVID-19 testing and treatment.
Jump to:
Metrics by State | Cases and Deaths by Race/Ethnicity | Cases and Deaths at Long-term Care Facilities
Explore State COVID-19 Policy Actions:
Social Distancing Actions | State COVID-19 Health Policy Actions | Telehealth | Additional State-Level Data
Kaiser Health News
Look Up Your Hospital: Is It Being Penalized by Medicare?
https://tinyurl.com/y5lry648  
You can search by hospital name or location, look at all hospitals in a particular state and sort penalties by year. Under programs set up by the Affordable Care Act, the federal government cuts payments to hospitals that have high rates of readmissions and those with the highest numbers of infections and patient injuries. For the readmission penalties, Medicare cuts as much as 3 percent for each patient, although the average is generally much lower. The patient safety penalties cost hospitals 1 percent of Medicare payments over the federal fiscal year, which runs from October through September.  
LeadingAge
https://tinyurl.com/ydf26jbm
Coronavirus Information for Affordable Housing
The League
https://the-league.org 
Vision:  The League’s vision is full inclusion of people with disabilities in all aspects of community life.
Mission: The League’s mission is to provide and promote opportunities that empower people with disabilities to achieve their potential.
Long Term Care Discussion Group
https://tinyurl.com/LTCDiscussion 
The Long-Term Care Discussion Group is a voluntary, independent group that meets for the purpose of educating the policy community on all facets of long-term care. The group convenes monthly presentations exploring long term care policy, research, and advocacy issues. Membership is free and open to all. Participants span the entire spectrum of the long-term care policy community, including federal agency and congressional staff, researchers, and representatives of a wide variety of stakeholder organizations.  The new co-chair of the LTC Discussion Group is Pamela Nadash, Associate Professor of Gerontology at University of Massachusetts Boston, in the McCormack School of Policy & Global Studies and Fellow of the LeadingAge LTSS Center at UMass Boston.
For more information or to be included on the distribution list, email: LTCDiscussionGroup@gmail.com. 
Long-Term Services and Supports Rebalancing Toolkit
https://tinyurl.com/y5exrdgd 
Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
The toolkit provides background information, resources, and promising practices that support state efforts to rebalance Medicaid long-term services and supports (LTSS) in favor of home-and community-based services (HCBS). 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/NHClosureInformation 
Information about nursing home closures
Find details about pending nursing home closures in Massachusetts and resources for residents living in these facilities.
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/DPHCovi19LTCInfoCenter
Long-Term Care COVID-19 Family Information Center
The latest resources and information for families and others about Covid-19 and  residents in nursing homes, rest homes, and assisted living facilities.
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/MassDPHCovidTracker
COVID-19 Interactive Data Dashboard
Daily and cumulative reports on Massachusetts COVID-19 cases, testing, and hospitalizations. Additional reports include nursing facility data, cases by city/town, residents subject to COVID-19 quarantine, and data from State facilities.  Updated weekly on Wednesday.
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://tinyurl.com/y3b6nlh7
Crisis Standards of Care Planning Guidance for the COVID-19 Pandemic
This Guidance provides direction for the triage of critically ill patients in the event that the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic creates a demand for in-patient critical care resources that outstrips supply. It seeks to ensure that every patient has equitable access to care from which they might benefit, and that tragically difficult decisions about the allocation of scarce in-patient care resources must be grounded only on evidence-based criteria that are clear, transparent, and objective; biological factors related only to the likelihood and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources; and should always minimize inequitable outcomes.
Massachusetts Executive Office of Health and Human Services – ARPA Funding Reports
https://tinyurl.com/ARPARFIResponses 
Strengthening Home and Community Based Services and Behavioral Health Services Using American Rescue Plan (ARP) Funding
Two reports posted:
· Summary of ARPA Request for Information Proposals
· Massachusetts Strategy for Supporting Home and Community Based Services using American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funding
On April 16, 2021, the Commonwealth issued a Request for Information (RFI) to gather broad feedback and ideas from the community on how to best utilize enhanced funding available through Section 9817 of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). In response, 95 individuals and organizations submitted a total of 203 proposals across four defined Topic Areas:
· Topic Area 1: Access to HCBS services and supports, 69 responses
· Topic Area 2: Technology and infrastructure investments to strengthen HCBS, 41 responses
· Topic Area 3: Initiatives that provide opportunities to promote HCBS and emphasize high-quality, person-centered care Promotion of HCBS, 26 responses
· Topic Area 4: HBCS workforce development, including recruitment and retention strategies, 67 responses	
Massachusetts Healthy Aging Collaborative
https://tinyurl.com/MAHealthyAging
Working to make Massachusetts a national leader in vibrant and age-friendly communities.  The Collaborative has identified a two-part model to promote healthy aging and the delivery of elder services in Massachusetts through evidence-based programs and other health promotion programs to support healthy communities. Programs and services should reflect the diversity and heterogeneity of older adults across the state.
Massachusetts FY 2022 State Budget Process
https://tinyurl.com/MAHouseFY22Budget
House of Representatives Budget Version
The House Committee on Ways and Means examines the Governor's Proposal and releases its own recommendations for the annual budget for deliberation by the House of Representatives. Prior to release of the House Ways and Means Budget, Joint Ways and Means Committee budget hearings are held across the state.
National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD)
https://tinyurl.com/GetOutVaccine 
GetOutTheVaccine.org: A website that helps people with disabilities make informed decisions about getting vaccinated
National Association of Health Care Assistants
https://tinyurl.com/NAHCACNA 
The mission of the National Association of Health Care Assistants is to elevate the professional standing and performance of caregivers through recognition, advocacy, education, and empowerment while building a strong alliance with health care providers to maximize success and quality patient care.
National Association of Social Workers
https://www.naswma.org/page/Housing 
COVID-19 & Housing Resources
Resources and information
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care
https://theconsumervoice.org/
Leading national voice representing consumers in long-term care issues
https://tinyurl.com/NHVisitationFAQ
Nursing Home Visitation and Quarantine: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) & Advocacy Strategies for Families
National Council on Disability
https://tinyurl.com/NationalDisabilityCouncil 
NCD is an independent federal agency charged with advising the President, 
Congress, and other federal agencies regarding policies, programs, practices, and procedures that affect people with disabilities
National Healthcare Quality and Disparities Reports
https://tinyurl.com/NationalQUalityAndDisparties
Issued by the Agency for Healthcare Quality and Research (AHQR)
The National Healthcare Quality and Disparities Report presents trends for measures related to access to care, affordable care, care coordination, effective treatment, healthy living, patient safety, and person-centered care. The report presents, in chart form, the latest available findings on quality of and access to healthcare, as well as disparities related to race and ethnicity, income, and other social determinants of health.  Includes state level snapshots and various chartbooks.  Report years available from 2003 through 2019.
National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR)
https://tinyurl.com/NIDILRRWebsite 
NIDILRR is the federal government’s primary disability research agency. Its mission is to generate new knowledge and to promote its effective use to improve the abilities of individuals with disabilities to perform activities of their choice in the community, and to expand society’s capacity to provide full opportunities and accommodations for its citizens with disabilities.
National Rehabilitation Information Center (NARIC)
https://tinyurl.com/NARICHome 
The National Rehabilitation Information Center (NARIC) is the library of the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR). NARIC collects, catalogs, and disseminates articles, reports, curricula, guides, and other publications and products of the research projects funded by NIDILRR which funds research projects on a wide range of issues including technology, health and function, independent living, and capacity building
National Strategy for the Covid-19 Response and Pandemic Preparedness
https://tinyurl.com/WHNationalPandemicResponse 
Issued by The White House January 21, 2021
The Network for Public Health Law - Addressing Chronic Conditions
https://tinyurl.com/NetworkPublcHealthChronic 
The Network’s monthly reporter, Judicial Trends in Public Health (JTPH), highlights key court cases and relevant judicial trends in public health. The cases  are organized under the JTPH topic, “Addressing Chronic Conditions.”
Navigating Aging
https://khn.org/topics/navigating-aging/
Navigating Aging focuses on medical issues and advice associated with aging and end-of-life care, helping America’s 45 million seniors and their families navigate the health care system.  Navigating Aging is part of the Kaiser Health News website. 
The Network for Public Health Law
https://www.networkforphl.org/ 
The Network for Public Health Law provides leadership in the use of law to protect, promote and improve health and health equity.  They provide non-partisan legal technical assistance and resources, collaborating with a broad set of partners across sectors to expand and enhance the use of practical legal and policy solutions.
New England ADA Center
https://www.newenglandada.org/ 
The New England ADA Center is one of 10 regional ADA Centers comprising the ADA National Network.  Since 1991, the ADA National Network has provided information, guidance, and training on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), tailored to meet the needs of business, government, and individuals at local, regional, and national levels.  It is not enforcement or regulatory agency, but a helpful resource supporting the ADA’s mission to “make it possible for everyone with a disability to live a life of freedom and equality.
New England ADA Center's ADA and COVID-19 Webpage
https://tinyurl.com/NEADACovid19
People with disabilities have the right to participate in the programs, services and activities offered by municipalities, non-profit organizations, state agencies or businesses. This right of participation remains even during a pandemic, and this principle is even more critical. This website provides information about how the ADA relates to programs and services provided during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Next Avenue
https://tinyurl.com/NextAvenueCovid
The Coronavirus Pandemic: What You Need to Know
This website provides reliable timely reporting to keep readers informed, safe and prepared.
Northeastern University Center for Health Policy and Law
https://tinyurl.com/NUCenterHealthLaw
The Center’s institutes and programs include the Public Health Advocacy Institute (PHAI), the Program on Human Rights and the Global Economy (PHRGE), the Center for Health Policy and Healthcare Research, the Institute for Health Equity and Social Justice Research, the Domestic Violence Institute (DVI), and Health in Justice Action Lab as well as thee health-related clinics, Domestic Violence Clinic, Poverty Law and Practice Clinic and the Public Health Legal Clinic.
Older Adults Technology Services
https://tinyurl.com/OATSAgingConnected
Find Low-Cost Internet Service in Your Area
Open Doors
https://tinyurl.com/OpenDoorsNYC 
OPEN DOORS is a network of artists, activists and advocates motivated by community building, gun violence prevention and disability rights. At the center of this network are the Reality Poets—a group of current and former residents of an NYC long-term care facility, who are bonded through a shared mission to spread a message of realness, resilience, and healing.
Peterson-Kaiser Family Foundation Health System Tracker
https://tinyurl.com/ycrqmnrf 
How well is the U.S. health system performing? Explore a variety of indicators of health spending, quality of care, access, and health outcomes.
PHI
https://phinational.org/ 
PHI works to transform eldercare and disability services by fostering dignity, respect, and independence—for all who receive care, and all who provide it. As the nation’s leading authority on the direct care workforce, PHI promotes quality direct care jobs as the foundation for quality care.
PHI Workforce Data Center
https://tinyurl.com/PHIWorkforceData                                                                 
From wages to employment statistics, across states and nationwide, find the latest data on the direct care workforce.
Pioneer Institute
https://tinyurl.com/PioneerTracker 
Covid-19 Tracker
Pioneer distilled the vaccination data down to those who are either fully vaccinated or partially vaccinated, by all the demographic categories published by the DPH. Use the new tool below to compare rates among groups, by municipality and by county. The data will be updated every week.
Pioneer Institute
https://tinyurl.com/PioneerLTCCovidTracker 
COVID Tracker for Long-Term Care Facilities
Pioneer has added a new COVID-19 tracker, with data from the state’s weekly Public Health Report. This data includes any nursing home, rehabilitation center or other long-term care facility with 2+ known COVID-19 cases and facility-reported deaths. This tracker includes the number of licensed beds, ranges of case numbers, deaths, and deaths per bed for 320 facilities.  Pioneer will update the tracker weekly.
Pioneer Network
https://www.pioneernetwork.net/ 
Pioneer Network is the national leader of the culture change movement, helping care providers to transition away from a medical, institutional model of elder care to one that is life affirming, satisfying, humane and meaningful. Pioneer Network advocates for a culture of aging in which individual voices are heard and individual choices are respected.
Pro Publica – Nursing Home Inspect
https://tinyurl.com/3aca77l5
How Safe Are Nursing Homes Near Me? This Tool Will Help You Find Out.
Nursing Home Inspect searches through thousands of nursing home inspection reports to find problems and trends.  The latest update includes data on infection control violations, and notations for facilities that have had a coronavirus case.
SAGE – Advocacy and Services for LGBT Elders
https://tinyurl.com/SAGEUSAWebsite 
SAGE is the country’s largest and oldest organization dedicated to improving the lives of LGBT older people. Founded in 1978 and headquartered in New York City, SAGE is a national organization that offers supportive services and consumer resources to LGBT older people and their caregivers.
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
https://tinyurl.com/SAMHSADistressHelpline 
Disaster Distress Helpline
SAMHSA’s Disaster Distress Helpline provides 24/7, 365-day-a-year crisis counseling and support to people experiencing emotional distress related to natural or human-caused disasters.  The Distressline now offers support via videophone for American Sign Language users.
United Hospital Fund: Skilled Nursing Facility Learning Collaborative
https://tinyurl.com/SNFLearningCollaborative 
When transitions from skilled nursing facilities to home are not well executed, elderly patients are at greater risk of poor outcomes. Creating safer and more effective transitions is essential for improving the well-being and experiences of these patients and their caregivers.
U. S. Census Bureau
https://tinyurl.com/USCensusCovidCenter
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic Data Hub
U. S. Census Bureau
https://tinyurl.com/USCensusCommunityResilence 
Community Resilience Estimates
Community resilience is the capacity of individuals and households to absorb, endure, and recover from the health, social, and economic impacts of a disaster such as a hurricane or pandemic. When disasters occur, recovery depends on the community’s ability to withstand the effects of the event. To facilitate disaster preparedness, the Census Bureau has developed new small area estimates, identifying communities where resources and information may effectively mitigate the impact of disasters.
U. S. Equal Opportunity Employment Commission
https://tinyurl.com/Covid19ADA 
What You Should Know About COVID-19 and the ADA, the Rehabilitation Act, and Other EEO Laws
U. S. Food and Drug Administration
https://tinyurl.com/y93oezdf
Beware of Fraudulent Coronavirus Tests, Vaccines and Treatments
Up to date consumer information.
Visitability.org
https://tinyurl.com/Visitability 
Basic Access to Homes
Voices from the Pandemic - Washington Post
https://tinyurl.com/yxdg63g2 
A collection of accounts from people who have been sharing their personal stories about covid-19.  As told to Eli Saslow.
Voices for Seniors
https://tinyurl.com/VoicesForSeniors 
The mission of VoicesForSeniors is to significantly improve the quality of life for our most vulnerable, elderly communities through grassroots initiatives and advocacy for protective legislation and reform.
VoicesForSeniors uses online resources and social media to change the public’s perspective on senior citizens, and to educate others about the shortcomings of nursing homes and current protective legislation.
We Can Do This
https://tinyurl.com/HHSWeCanDoThis 
A Health and Human Services campaign to increase vaccine confidence while reinforcing basic prevention measures.
Wheeling Forward
https://tinyurl.com/WheelingForward 
Mission:
We help people with disabilities experience life to the fullest and enable them to see possibility where others see insurmountable obstacles.
We work with individuals to provide the advocacy, mentorship, and support services they need to reach their goals, no matter how big or small.
Programs include:
· Nursing home transition program
· Spinal mobility program
· Adaptive sporting
· Wine on Wheels 
· Axis Project, a multidisciplinary physical activity center        
White House Official Site
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
This commitment to accessibility for all begins with this site and our efforts to ensure all functionality and all content is accessible to all Americans.
Our ongoing accessibility effort works towards conforming to the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) version 2.1, level AA criteria. These guidelines not only help make web content accessible to users with sensory, cognitive and mobility disabilities, but ultimately to all users, regardless of ability. Ongoing accessibility efforts work toward making WhiteHouse.gov as accessible as possible. The White House welcomes comments on how to improve the site’s accessibility for users with disabilities.
World Health Organization (WH0) – Ageing
https://tinyurl.com/ymgo3ud4
Comprehensive website with these components:  Factsheets; Guidelines; Databases; WHO Resolutions; WHO Teams

	Note of thanks
	Thanks to the contributors to this issue of The Tuesday Digest
· Meg Coffin
· Len Fishman
· Jerry Halberstadt
· Dick Moore
· Sandy Novack
· Priscilla O’Reilly
· Clarence Richardson
Special thanks to Sue Rorke and Paul Spooner  with the MetroWest Center for Independent Living for their assistance with the website and MailChimp versions of The Tuesday Digest.
If you have submissions for inclusion in The Tuesday Digest or have questions or comments, please submit them to paul.lanzikos@gmail.com.

	Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a broad-based coalition of organizations and individuals pursuing fundamental changes in the provision of long-term services, support, and care for older adults and persons with disabilities.  
Our guiding principle is the assurance of dignity for those receiving the services as well as for those providing them.
The information presented in “The Tuesday Digest” is obtained from publicly available sources and does not necessarily represent positions held by Dignity Alliance Massachusetts. 
Previous issues of The Tuesday Digest are available at:  https://dignityalliancema.org/the-tuesday-digest/ 
For more information about Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, please visit www.DignityAllianceMA.org. 
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“She’s not getting better, is she?” her daughter asked. As 


gently as I could, I explained that despite our best efforts, 


she was not.
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that there would be no Hail Mary save, no reason to wait 


until Monday. There would be no miracle, but perhaps 


there would be peace. It was time to say goodbye.
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answer” illustrates what every person who has an elderly 


or disabled relative has known for years, and what Dignity 


Alliance Massachusetts has been working to rectify: Most 


of us want to remain in our homes and communities, and 


unless you impoverish your


self, paying for needed care is 


impossible.
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