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Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak today. My name is Samantha VanSchoick, I am a resident of Florence, and I have the pleasure of serving as the Communications Workgroup Co-Chair for Dignity Alliance Massachusetts, in addition to my work as the Director of Strategic Partnerships for the Corporation for Independent Living (CIL). CIL is a nonprofit that specializes in developing licensed community residences for persons with developmental and other disabilities. 
Formed in 1979, we have developed over 750 licensed community residences in Massachusetts and Connecticut. CIL developed the homes that led to the closures of Belchertown State School, Dever State School, and Fernald and Monson State Schools. While most of those homes have been developed under long-term lease/donation agreements with private providers, we have worked directly with DDS and DCAMM staff on about 60 state-operated residences. 
[bookmark: _Hlk35593260]A little history: CIL was created to be not just a developer for the disabled, but to be an advocate for the disabled.  A mass social movement was underway to eliminate the social isolation of persons with disabilities and to provide them with the dignity, the better care, and the self-autonomy that only can be found in community based, socially integrated, home-like settings. Thousands of persons were able to move from large, socially isolated institutions to homes and apartments in a variety of urban, suburban, and rural neighborhoods. A critical element of this movement was the recognition that disabled persons have a right to control their environments, to control who comes into their homes, to live where they wanted amidst non-disabled persons, and to have homes they could call their own. 
Older adults have been left out of this deinstitutionalization movement.  The main message I would like you to take away is that the community residences, or personal care homes, provided for in this bill may be new for this population, but they are not new to the Commonwealth, and they are a important housing option for people to have access to. Most recently, we’ve seen the successful outcomes that come from making it possible for new populations to have access to these home environments with the acquired brain injury (ABI) waiver program. 
I’d like to share one such success story with you today. My favorite part of my job is when I get to visit the homes we’ve developed and talk to the people that live in them. I would like to tell you about Judy, a resident of an ABI home we developed in the Plymouth area. Judy lived and worked most of her life in Massachusetts, and even worked at the Playboy Club in Boston as a server for many years – something she was very proud to tell me, as she has a big photo from those days framed on her bureau. Before Judy moved into her new home, she had been living in a nursing home. “I was really worried before I came here, because I didn’t know what was going to happen to me,” she told me at the time. “I didn’t want to be in a nursing home for the rest of my life. We are really lucky.” 
What Judy calls luck, I call good policy centered in dignity, choice, and respect. I urge you to support this legislation. Thank you. 
