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Good Afternoon.  I am Meg Coffin, CEO at Center for Living & Working and a member of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. 
.
For decades, thousands of older adults and people with disabilities in our state, who are perfectly able to live at home with adequate supports, have been forced to live in institutional and congregate settings such as nursing facilities. Not having a choice in where they live has diminished these individuals’ dignity and independence and, during the COVID-19 pandemic, it has tragically cost far too many of them their lives.  Institutional and congregate settings put these individuals at a much higher risk of infection and death.
To remedy this injustice, Dignity Alliance Massachusetts recommends that Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) be recognized as an essential component of the Long-Term Services and Supports (LTSS) continuum and that every person eligible for institutional care  has the right to access HCBS as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, the U. S. Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision, and Massachusetts’ 2006 “Equal Choice” law.   
Personal Care Homes are one option in the LTSS continuum that gives older adults and persons with disabilities an opportunity to live independently in the community, especially those who may not have an informal support network that is often needed.   It will offer another community option in a state where the availability affordableaccessible housing is at an all-time low.  This option will  allow residents to share homecare staff who will be assigned to each home, easing the need to find a PCA in an employment sector that is critically understaffed. 
Currently there are over 31,000 individuals living in nursing facilities in Massachusetts and many of them have the capacity to live in the community with the appropriate services and supports.  As a Commonwealth, particularly in the light of the past 15 months with the COVID pandemic, we want to continue moving away from institutional settings for older adults and individuals living with disabilities and make living in the community with the appropriate supports the setting of choice.  
Building on the success of the 2006 Heart Home Pilot Program, Dignity Alliance Massachusetts hopes Personal Care Homes will be just one of numerous affordable and accessible community housing options available for older adults and those living with disabilities.  
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