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Legislative Endorsement

Bill No. and Title: Bill S131 Resolve Establishing a Special Commission on the Treatment of
Intellectual and Developmentally Disable Offenders in the Criminal Justice System

Sponsor(s) and Committee: Sen. Lovely, Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities
Legislative History: Hearing:

Legislation Text: Resolved, (a) Notwithstanding any special or general law to the contrary, there shall
be a special commission established to study and report on alternatives to the arrest and
incarceration for individuals with developmental and intellectual disabilities. The report shall include,
but not be limited to, findings and recommendations on: (i) existing options for diverting individuals
with disabilities from incarceration; (ii) recommendations for improving the process by which
individuals with disabilities are placed; (iii) techniques to identify individuals at risk due to
developmental or intellectual disabilities or pervasive mental health conditions; (iv) techniques,
services, and other resources to prevent exacerbation of issues.

(b) The commission shall consist of the following 21 members: the secretary of health and human
services or a designee, who shall serve as co-chair; the secretary of public safety and security or a
designee, who shall serve as co-chair; the commissioner of the department of developmental
services or a designee; the commissioner of the department of mental health or a designee; the
chairs of the joint committee on the judiciary; the chairs of the joint committee on children, families
and persons with disabilities; one member of the senate to be appointed by the president of the
senate; one member of the senate to be appointed by the minority leader; one member of the house
of representatives to be appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; one member of
the house of representatives to be appointed by the house minority leader of the house of
representatives; the president of the Massachusetts Sheriffs’ Association or a designee; the
president of the Massachusetts District Attorneys’ Association or a designee; the president of the
Massachusetts Chiefs of Police or a designee; the chief counsel of the committee for public counsel
services or a designee; a representative from the Arc of Massachusetts; a representative from the
Disability Law Center; a representative from the Disability Policy Consortium; a representative from
the Center for Public Representation; a representative from Dignity Alliance Massachusetts; a
representative from an organization involved with persons who are autistic, to be appointed by the
governor; and a clinician with experience working with intellectually and developmentally disabled
individuals in the criminal justice system, to be appointed by the governor.

(c) The commission shall file a report of its findings and recommendations, together with drafts of
legislation necessary to carry those recommendations into effect, with the clerks of the house of
representatives and the senate not later than July 31, 2022.

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S131

Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a state-wide, grass-roots coalition of aging and disability service and advocacy organizations and supporters
dedicated to systemic transformation to ensure the dignity of older adults, people with disabilities, and caregivers. We are committed to
advancing new ways of providing long-term services, support, living options, and care while respecting choice and self-determination. Dignity
Alliance works through education, legislation, regulatory reform, and legal strategies to realize this vision throughout the Commonwealth.



https://dignityalliancema.org/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S131

Endorsed by 32 members of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts including:

. Boston Center for Independent ] Pamela Goodwin ] Massachusetts Advocates for
Living ] Greater Boston Chapter of United Nursing Home Reform, Arlene
(] Center for Living and Work, Inc. Spinal Association Germain, Policy Director
(] COP Amputee Association ~COPAA . Fred Gross Massachusetts Aging and Mental
(] Disability Policy Consortium e Jerry Halberstadt, Stop Bullying Health Coalition
(] Disability Resource Center Coalition ° Massachusetts Law Reform
(] Easterseals Massachusetts e  Sandy Hovey Institute
e  John Ford, Esq. e  Anne Johansen . MetroWest Center for Independent
. Lachan Forrow, MD e  James Lomastro, PhD Living, Paul Spooner, Executive
e  Judi Fonsh, LCSW, MSW ° Paul J. Lanzikos Director
e  Wynn Gerhard ° Richard T. Moore
. Sandy Alissa Novack, MSW, MBA
e  SeniorCare, Scott Trenti, CEO

Contact: Richard Moore, Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Legislative Chair,
rmoore8743@charter.net
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