
 
 
 

 
Dignity Alliance Massachusetts is a state-wide, grass-roots coalition of aging and disability service and advocacy organizations and supporters 

dedicated to systemic transformation to ensure the dignity of older adults, people with disabilities, and caregivers.  We are committed to 
advancing new ways of providing long-term services, support, living options, and care while respecting choice and self-determination.  Dignity 

Alliance works through education, legislation, regulatory reform, and legal strategies to realize this vision throughout the Commonwealth. 

 

Legislative Endorsement 

Bill No. and Title:  Bill S 406 An Act Relative to Small House Nursing Homes 

 

Sponsor(s) and Committee:  Sen. Jehlen, Elder Affairs 

 

Legislative History:  Hearing: June 30th, 2021  

 

Legislation Text:  SECTION 1. Section 72 of chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

inserting the following:-  

 

Section 1. The Department shall establish regulations for the operation of small house nursing 

homes, herein defined as one or more units of a nursing home designed and modeled as a private 

home including residential kitchen and living area. Newly constructed small houses shall house no 

more than fourteen individuals per unit, in resident rooms that accommodate not more than two 

residents per room, which are shared only at the request of a resident to accommodate a spouse, 

partner, family member or friend. All resident rooms shall contain a full private and accessible 

bathroom.  

 

Regulations for small houses shall, to the extent practicable, prohibit the use of institutional 

features, including but not limited to nursing stations, medication carts, room numbers, and wall-

mounted licenses or certificates that could appropriately be access through other means.  

 

Regulations for construction and physical plant standards should be based on the smaller size and 

limited number of residents served in small houses in comparison with traditional nursing facility 

units. In addition to development of construction and physical plant standards that support small 

houses, regulations shall support a staffing model in small houses that allow for a universal worker 

approach to resident care that is organized to support and empower all staff to respond to the needs 

and desires of residents including cooking and meal prep, and provides for consistent staff in each 

small house. Section 2.  

 

The Executive Office of Health and Human Services is hereby directed to develop an add-on to rates 

of payment for nursing facilities that develop small house nursing homes and meet criteria 

established by EOHHS. 

 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S406 

 

Endorsed by 21 members of Dignity Alliance Massachusetts including: 

https://dignityalliancema.org/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S406
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● Boston Center for Independent 

Living  

● COP Amputee Association –COPAA  

● Disability Resource Center 

● Pamela Goodwin 

● Greater Boston Chapter of United 

Spinal Association 

● Fred Grosso  

● Jerry Halberstadt, Stop Bullying 

Coalition  

● Sandy Hovey 

● James Lomastro, PhD 

● Paul J. Lanzikos  

● Massachusetts Advocates for 

Nursing Home Reform, Arlene 

Germain, Policy Director 

● Richard T. Moore 

● Sandy Alissa Novack, MSW, MBA 

Contact: Richard Moore, Dignity Alliance Massachusetts Legislative Chair, 

rmoore8743@charter.net 
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